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THE REVELATION OF PRESENT 
EXPERIENCE 



It is safe to say that the world-revelation 
contained in the present experience of cultured 
man is most consistently and positively recog- 
nized by help of the collective results attained 
in the various provinces of scientific research. 
It is relevant, then, to inquire what sort of gen- 
eral survey our scientifically enlightened think- 
ing is at present justified in constructing on the 
strength of this newly acquired information. A 
sketch of such a scientific worid-conception shall 
be here attempted in merest outline. 

Formeriy philosophical interpretation based 
its conclusions on conceptual premises intui- 
tively arrived at, or even on mere mythical 
fancies traditionally consecrated. In this way it 
could not fail to go astray in measure as the 
conceptual premises turned out not to be repre- 
sentative of correctly recognized facts and oc- 
currences of real nature. 

As the world-revelation arises exclusively 
within the sentiency and consciousness of or- 
, ganic beings, and its distinctness and signifi- 
cance are found to develop in correspondence to 
the progress in elaboration of their perceptive 
and apperceptive organs, reaching its culmina- 
tion in the conscious content of cultured human 
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individuals, comparative considerations are 
likely to afford valuable enlightenment. The 
leading scientific conception underlying the fol- 
lowing essay is the gradual development of the 
sensory-motor life of organisms. 

In early stages of animal development con- 
duct was wholly guided by instinctive or intui- 
tive experience, subserving mainly, if not en- 
tirely, the satisfaction of animal needs. On 
emerging from the state of pure instinctive ani- 
mality into that of socially and linguistically 
developed human consciousness and intelligence, 
the instinctive life-experience sentiently accru- 
ing to animals, and almost automatically re- 
sponded to by them, became more and more 
completely transfigured in man into experience 
thoughtfully and comprehensively apprehended 
and intentionally acted upon. In animals ex- 
perience sentiently realized, but not understood 
by them in its more remote import, is almost en- 
tirely predetermined to elicit from them auto- 
matic activities preadapted to subserve individ- 
ual and race preservation. Unbeknown to them- 
selves their normal life-history is strictly pre- 
arranged. The inborn instinctive propensities 
are such as <;ompel them in vital interaction with 
their given medium unconsciously to attain the 
unknown results of their existence. Here delib- 
erate thinking never interferes. They do not 
find themselves perplexed in their responsive ac- 
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tivities by the additional dictates of this human 
gift, which liberates man so loftily from the 
necessities of mere earth-bound existence, open- 
ing to him, under new-bom joys and sorrows, 
an ever widening outlook into higher reaches of 
life, luring on with glorious promises, but apt 
also to pervert, sometimes to fatal issues, his 
now self-determined ways of interaction with 
given surroundings. 

The life-experience which in thinking man 
becomes introspectively conscious, and which is 
acted upon, not merely instinctively, but delib- 
erately, is found, however, nevertheless to be 
likewise the outcome of definitely pre-determined 
organization, wrought in unconscious latency 
by the all-fashioning creative powers, operating 
through the manifest process of vital interaction 
with the physical and social medium. No con- 
sciousness, no thought of his own, enters into 
this extra-consciously organizing process with 
self-sufficiency to add a cubit to his stature, or 
increments to his structural elaboration. The 
structural and functional result is altogether 
achieved in depths of being inaccessible to the 
consciousness of thinking man, and incommen- 
surable with it. 

How then with this preformed organization, 
and these predestined modes of activity, has it 
happened in the course of animal development 
that man's reactive responses to the manifest of- 



4 THE REVELATION OF 

f erings and happenings of his medium of exist- 
ence have become so highly complex as at pres- 
ent manifestly displayed, and amenable, more- 
over, to a considerable scope of intentional self- 
determination ? On the other hand, how is it 
that the medium in which cultured man carries 
on his life as revealed to him in his conscious 
content, how is it that it has grown proportion- 
ately complex in correspondence to the latently 
established complexity of his organ of conscious- 
ness, how, in fact, has it become exalted and en- 
hanced along with the structural elaboration of 
his brain? This surely is a singular coincidence, 
purporting a deep-seated nexus and calling for 
scientific explanation. 

The closer progressive acquirements in the 
scale of animal development are studied, the 
more it becomes obvious that increasing degrees 
of structural elaboration bring with them in- 
creasing sentient recognition of a need-satisfy- 
ing medium, which recognition culminates in 
man in a significantly enhanced world-revelation. 
The widening and deepening recognition of the 
significance of the appearances representative of 
the perceptible world is found to keep even pace 
with what perceptually appears as structural 
elaboration of the brain. This correspondence of 
psychical development to structural develop- 
ment is being scientifically more and more posi- 
tively ascertained by laborious, methodical re- 
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search. It offers a datum of paramount im- 
portance to the task of trying to arrive at a 
correct interpretation of life and nature. 

The physical medium in which all life is car- 
ried on is apparently the same for animals as for 
man, yet in man it has become transfigured into 
a supersensible world of transcendent import. 
The sense-revealed world directly arising into 
awareness on the instigation of sense-compelling 
influences presents to animals merely a medium 
of existence, fit to satisfy their immediate or- 
ganic needs. To cultured man these same sense- 
compelling influences cause to arise into actual 
awareness apparently the same representation 
of the perceptible world, but how wonderfully 
enriched and enhanced in significance by the ac- 
companying recollection of past experience and 
recognition of its import. Such past experience, 
accrued fragmentarily and scatteringly during 
social development in the individual's life-time, 
appears within the present conscious content 
conceptually unified and emotionally empha- 
sized, revealing in mental terms, linguistically 
fixed, the inner wealth of sentiments harbored 
by social man, besides perceptually picturing 
the special configuration of the outside world at 
the time being. Resuscitated past experience 
rises thus into present awareness from its pre- 
serving matrix, where most of the time it lat- 
ently abides, affording us as such, synthetized, 



6 THE REVELATION OF 

time and space-transcending information, not 
only practically available but lifting moreover 
our conscious life out of the realm of transitori- 
ness and oblivion into that of memorized achieve- 
ment. To get to understand the gradual form- 
ation and memorized fixation of the latent con- 
tent of our conscious microcosm is a more fun- 
damental task than the mere analysis of this 
content, when it becomes manifest in actual 
awareness ready-made. 

In order to penetrate to the root from which 
the divers philosophical problems branch out, 
each eager for the true light, upon which its ex- 
istence and soundness depend, perhaps the most 
promising and direct way is to search for the 
real matrix that harbors our mental endow- 
ments, and latently preserves our fund of ac- 
quired experience as an unconsciously memorized 
possession, potentially ready on appropriate in- 
citement to flood our conscious content lumin- 
ously with present sights and thoughts, and 
strangely also with a panoramic show of revived 
scenes vanished long ago out of real existence. 
The discovery of the real matrix, whence issues 
from moment to moment, while awake and while 
dreaming, the world-revealing content of con- 
sciousness, made up of such fleeting ideal stuff 
as feelings, sensations, perceptions, emotions 
and thought, this being the veritable, phantas- 
mal stuff of which everything we are actually 
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aware wholly consists, the discovery of this pro- 
ducing substantial matrix of fleeting phenome- 
nal appearances would go a long way to recon- 
cile the widely divergent conclusions of contend- 
ing philosophies. 

For these conclusions dissent from one an- 
other principally as logical outcomes of the con- 
ception arrived at regarding the matrix of men- 
tal phenomena. To find out where our mental 
endowments and their latently memorized poten- 
tial fund of gathered experience really abide 
when not present in actual awareness, is cer- 
tainly one of the most momentous problems 
claiming scientific attention. Considering that 
most of the time the greatest part of our memo- 
rized experience is consciously absent, it would 
seem that what latently harbors and enduringly 
sustains the unconsciously reserved entirety of 
unified and systemetized experience must be of a 
nature incomparably more fundamental and ef- 
ficient than the transitory conscious glimpses we 
occasionally catch of sundry fragments of it. 
Something, then, underlies conscious awareness 
that is infinitely more substantially enduring 
and efficient than the evanescent conscious con- 
tent which is a mere scintilating emanation from 
activities at work in depths of being below all 
that consciously appears. 

A flame may to some slight extent illustrate 
the true nature of consciousness. A flame, as 
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visual phenomenon, Is the fleeting but sustained 
result of the process of combustion. Conscious- 
ness, as sentient phenomenon, is the fleeting but 
sustained result of the process of vital organiza- 
tion. In order to sustain the flame entirely new 
amounts of combustible raw-material have to be 
supplied. In order to sustain consciousness the 
integrity, and therewith the efficiency of vital 
organization has to be maintained by assimila- 
tion of new complemental material. A flame, as 
visual phenomenon^ is itself a forceless outcome 
of the process of combustion. Consciousness, a^ 
a sentient phenomenon^ is a forceless outcome of 
the process of vital organization. The visual 
flame, an ideal product of real combustion, illu- 
minates into present awareness the manifold con- 
tent of the field of vision. Consciousness, an ideal 
product of real vital organization, resuscitates 
in present awareness the manifold latently pre- 
served and memorized content of past experience, 
as guidance for present and future actions. 

As already stated, it is a fact of pregnant 
meaning, that degrees of sentient and conscious 
world-revelation are found to be intimately and 
indispensably connected with degrees of devel- 
opment observable in what perceptually appears 
as organic structure, and especially with degrees 
of organic elaboration of the ectodermic struc- 
tures. No thoughtful investigator of the mar- 
velous intricacies of brain-structure but is con- 
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vinced that the vital functions of these definitely 
organized tissues somehow underlie our mental 
manifestations. And a strict parallelism between 
the vital functions of neural organs and modes 
of conscious awareness is not only presupposed 
by physiologists, but also admitted to obtain by 
scientific psychologists. 

Long before a neural system or any morpho- 
logically fixed organs have become differentiated 
within the common living substance, it is legiti- 
mate to conclude that physically expressed, defi- 
nite variations of its chemical constitution or 
"molecular*' organization determine in each of 
the numerous species of primitive protoplasmic 
organisms its generical distinction of form and 
function, adapted already for life in a special 
medium. What in higher forms of animals is 
perceived as definite structural organization is 
really a visible outcome of advanced chemical 
organization, wrought increment by increment 
through responsive vital interaction with the 
stimulating influences of the medium. Grossly 
insufficient as it will sound, Life, as merely phy- 
sically or perceptually revealed, consists in a 
specific cycle of motions maintaining the con- 
stitution and vitality of the living substance of 
which all organisms are composed. This specific 
cycle of motions is set going by definite stimu- 
lating influences that impinge from outside 
upon the highly complex and mobile chemical 
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y compound, disintegrating it to some extent. 

Whereupon the disintegrated substance reinte- 
grates itself from within by force of indwelling 
affinities. Chemically expressed, it resaturates 
itself by combining with complemental material 
afforded by the medium. Whenever and wher- 
ever on our Mother Earth this process of alter- 
nate disintegration and reintegration ha^ taken 
place in ever so rudimentary a manner in what 
proves to be an integrant chemical compound, 
there life has originated. It has not fallen 
from the skies as a creation ready-made. Nor 
has a separate vitalizing imponderable principle 
seized upon ponderable material and coerced it 
into structural arrangements, imparting to it 
the endowments and efficiencies displayed by or- 
ganisms. The unfathomable awe-inspiring mys- 
tery attaching to life in its multitudinous mani- 
festations lies altogether in the intrinsic endow- 
ments of what is perceptually revealed as living 
substance, endowments mysteriously accruing 
to it in ever heightened modes of efficiency ac- 
companying its structural devolopment. Surely 
a creative result most mysteriously attained. No 
less mysterious, however, on a lower scale of be- 
ing, are the specific active and reactive efficien- 
cies newly coming into existence on formation 
of lifeless chemical compounds, composed of but 
a few primitive elements, and yet capable of 
forming a great variety of differently endowed 
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bodies. In organisms composed likewise of but 
a few primitive "elements" there exists a strict 
interdependence between degrees of chemical and 
structural elaboration and efficient endowments 
both physical and psychical. 

Sundry distinct factors have to co-operate to 
render vital activity possible: the instinctive 
conoctive propensities that compel organism to 
predestined activities in relation to a given me- 
dium ; the pre-existing fitness of the medium to 
subserve the ends of the organism; the specific 
form and entire structural and functional con- 
stitution of each different organism preformed 
as specifically adapted for vital interaction with 
a corresponding special medium of existence; 
this divers interlocking complex of conditions 
and events constitute an indiscerptible whole, 
whose sundry divisions in interdependent co-op- 
eration are indispensable to the very existence 
of organisms and their vital activities. Fancy 
an organism being able to live in a medium not 
preadapted, a fish out of water, a bird with no 
air to fly in. Try to imderstand the form and * 
entire physical and mental constitution of an or- 
ganism without reference to the medium in 
which it is destined to carry on its life, and you 
will become aware what an impossible task you 
are attempting. All this points clearly to the 
fact that what visibly appears as the stuff of 
which organisms are made has been structurally 
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and functionally conrelatively elaborated in for- 
mative interdependence with the medium. 

The progressive structural and functional 
elaboration of organisms, lately positively as- 
certained by scientific research, is evidently a 
culminating result of the same developmental 
process that under ceaseless formative stress 
amid cataclymal upheavals has succeeded in 
fashioning out of amorphous stuff our solid 
seeming globe with all that livingly grows and 
moves upon it. The recognition that the labori- 
ously creative process takes place in real percep- 
tible power-endowed nature, and nowise through 
any mental process, which as such possesses no 
modicum of self -efficiency ; this recognition goes 
far to reveal our true position in the world, and 
is even of greater import to our cultured exist- 
ence, and to the rational guidance of our con- 
duct, than has been the eminently enlightening 
scientific recognition of the subordinate position 
of our mundane dwelling place in the Universe. 
To this development process the out and out fit- 
ness of an organism for life in its given medium 
is a fact of transcendent significance, revealing 
its final import in man's rationalized and moral- 
ized social relations. 

It is a chimerical expectation to think that 
one can ever arrive at a valid interpretation of 
organic life in its relation to ^ the environment 
and the world at large, either by viewing the 
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whole as consisting exclusively of mental modes, 
generally conceived as a system of self -evolving 
concepts, or as a conglomeration of self -associ- 
ated sensations; or on the other hand, by view- 
ing the whole as a combination of mere material 
configurations consisting of aggregated atoms 
mechanically actuated. 

Idealists deceive themselves with words when 
they believe they can consistently account in 
mental terms for any fact or occurrence of per- 
ceptible nature. Indeed, they are consistently 
driven to deny altogether the real independent 
existence of perceptible nature, and therewith the 
real existence of living organisms outside their 
own perceptual awareness or conceptual apper- 
ception of them. Although organisms are at all 
times distinctly perceptible by all men, as sepa- 
rate, independently existing and acting beings^ 
essentially iminfluenced by the observer's own 
mind, idealists profess to regard them and the 
whole world outside mind as non-existent. 

The eminently significant "matter of fact*' 
differentiation of organisms into sets of inter- 
dependent co-operating organs, enabling them 
to carry on life in interaction with the environ- 
ment to which they have been specifically 
adapted, has no realistic meaning for pure 
Idealism. Equipped as organisms undoubtedly 
are with all manner of curious and efficiently 
appropriate weapons of attack and defense. 
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revealed with insistent compulsion to every in- 
dividual observer. No wonder there stirs now 
again in the idealistic camp a revolt against the 
pretended reality and truth-revealing power of 
mere conceptions. A frequent occurrence, this, 
in the history of human thought, ever since 
broad-browed Plato cast his idealistic spell over 
perfection-aspiring, {)oetical souls. 

Naturalists, on the other hand, who look upon 
living organisms as mere intricate mechanical 
contrivances, constructed out of ordered aggre- 
gations of inert material particles, and being set 
going by imparted modes of motion; to such 
mechanistic and materialistic naturalists the ap- 
parently astounding activities of these definitely 
grouped arrangements of material elements, or 
so-called organisms, are really nothing but un- 
willed motor-performances of the material mech- 
anism, running their course wholly independent 
of the accompanying psychical by-play. These 
naturalists pride themselves to be exact observ- 
ers, aiming as final results of their science to ar- 
rive at mathematically accurate expressions of 
vital functions, emulating thereby the mathe^ 
matical physicists. The physicists by assuming 
that perceptible nature consists altogether of in- 
ert masses actuated within time and space by 
imparted motion or transferred energy, or dis- 
carding all inferred causes and forces, and deal- 
ing exclusively with molar or molecular masses 
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as seen moying in definite directions at definite 
velocities through definite stretches of space ; by 
thus eliminating from consideration all mere in- 
ferences from visual appearances, it is true, they 
make use by this simplifying method of an emi- 
nently serviceable hypothesis for mathematical 
purposes. Visible effects of most of the natural 
occurrences can be detected that are accurately 
measurable. Leaving then out of consideration 
non-measurable manifestations of the same nat- 
ural occurrences and identifying the measurable 
effect with the entire occurrence, physical science 
is apt to deem itself an all-suflScient interpreta- 
tion of nature. 

The utter insuflSciency of this view comes, 
however, glaringly to light when living organ- 
isms are held to be likewise composed of inert 
material particles actuated by imparted motion 
or transferred energy. The organism, being 
then looked upon as a piece of subtilely con- 
structed machinery, is declared to be actuated 
by motor power supplied from outside through 
food, whose combustion with atmospheric oxy- 
gen furnishes the heat that drives the engine. 

This poor lifeless mechanistic explanation of 
vital activity has been actually deemed satisfac- 
tory by foremost biologists who adopted the 
teachings of R. J. Mayer. The living sub- 
J stance, quivering as it is with vitality to its in- 
most core, can however by no stretch of fancy 
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be rightly likened to dead machinery, even by 
the most superficial unbiased observer. Nor can 
its vital functions, directed to achieve results of 
vital import to the organism itself, be in the 
remotest degree compared to mechanical effects 
which are entirely indifferent to the lifeless ma- 
chine performing them. The mechanistic bio- 
logists try also to explain the adaptation of the 
organism to its medium, which is really and es- 
sentially coeval with its existence, and an indis- 
pensable coefficient in it ; try to explain it as re- 
sulting from chance-deviations in the grouping 
of the elements that compose the organic ma- 
chine ; a regrouping them, namely, in ways that 
happen to improve somewhat more favorably 
the machine for adaptation to the moving forces 
of the medium. And the culmination of such 
chance-deviations in the same favorable direc- 
tion is then believed to succeed in the course of 
time in fashioning organic machines that have 
become perfectly adapted to work in harmony 
with outside conditions. The utter unintelli- 
gibility of this explanation of the progressive 
adaptation of organisms to their different me- 
diums of existence, is here concealed by using 
terms that stand for concepts expressive of 
facts of nature, whose explanation transcends 
incommensurably materialistic and mechanistic 
views. The concept "organism," as has been 
pointed out, refuses to be subsumed under the 
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concept **machine." And the life of an ever so 
primitive organism, spent as it is in a vital 
struggle for existence and fulfillment of its ap- 
pointed mission, is all too obviously no result of 
mechanical action, nor an outcome of the natural 
selection of favorable variations in its mechan- 
ical structure, that have happened by chance to 
render it better suited for interaction with what 
turns out to be its own absolutely necessary and 
urgently complementary means of existence. 

It is almost cruel, moreover, to remind the 
advocates of the physical theory of biological 
occurrences, that during their occupation with 
these materialistic and mechanistic explanations, 
they lose sight of their own mentally guided 
and mentally cognizing activities, which alone 
enable them to apprehend and conceive what 
they consider to exist and to occur outside their 
own perception and conception. Evolving the 
logical consequences to which their mechanistic 
views necessarily lead, they can find no legiti- 
mate way of reaching mind or consciousness in 
general, and therewith no way to the very con- 
sciousness within which their own reality-de- 
pleted conception of organic life has its exclu- 
sive existence. Such downright reductio ad 
absurdum of the purely mechanical conception 
of life and nature in general would deserve to 
evoke Homeric laughter, if it had not, in phy- 
sics at least, proved pragmatically so ex- 
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ceedingly fruitful in the cause of enlightenment 
and liberation from gross superstitions. 

Employed as a working hypothesis in the 
precise investigation and exact discrimination of 
sense-revealed natural occurrences, with no 
pretentions as regards a true and valid in- 
terpretation of their real nature, physical sci- 
ence has claims on our gratitude and admiration 
that surpass all estimates. 

The true aim of objective scientific observa- 
tion and research should consist : first in the cor- 
rect apprehension, and, when feasible, in the ex- 
act measurement of the perceptual appearances 
that arise in the conscious content of the obser- 
ver on compulsory sense-stimulation. And 
thereupon in the endeavor correctly to recognize 
their significance as faithful symbolical repre- 
sentations of the characteristics and interde- 
pendent activities of real perceptible nature, 
where all true reality has its being and where 
all manifest Becoming proceeds. 

n 

In marshalling striking realistic occurrences 
of perceptible nature, recognized as being some- 
thing that fundamentally happens outside Mind, 
and that had its origin previous to the birth of 
conscious recognition, a serious dilemma of in- 
terpretation becomes obvious. In exposing the 
essential insufficiency of the mechanistic inter- 
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pretation it is seen that it can find no legitimate 
way to include Mind, although it proves to be 
itself altogether of mental origin. On the other 
hand, it is an indubitable fact that the whole 
world we are conscious of is entirely of mental 
consistency, entirely made up of feelings, sen- 
sations, perceptions, conceptions, emotions and 
volitions. 

This being the case, it is clear that Solip- 
scism is the logical outcome of regarding the 
conscious content as all-sufficient, referring to 
nothing outside itself. Nay, pure Phenomen- 
ism, or rather the bare existence of the present 
moment of awareness with no apperceiving sub- 
ject to apprehend and remember it, and conse- 
quently absolute Nihilism is what pure Idealism 
consistently leads to, when it offers itself as 
self-sufficient and sole reality. The revelation 
of whatever becomes conscious takes certainly 
place in the present moment of awareness. This 
present moment of awareness has therefore to 
be conceived as a protean nimc stans phenome- 
non; something like a kaleidescope display of 
changeful figurations formed by the same set of 
mental phenomena. 

In order, however, to reveal in the present 
moment of awareness what has been experienced 
in the past, it must draw on a latent store where 
past experience is retained as extra-consciously 
memorized. The world-revelation cannot be 
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conveyed, as assumed by Phenomenism, in an en- 
during stream of self-conscious phenomena 
reminiscent of the Past. Consciousness consists 
altogether in the direct apprehension of phe- 
nomena that appear in the ever renewed moment 
of present awareness. The content of present 
awareness is, however, also the content of the 
present moment of Time, and therefore as fleet- 
ing and evanescent as Time itself. In fact it 
would be, perhaps, more correct to say that 
Time is our own name for the stream of mem- 
orized mental phenomena that flow in and out 
of the conscious content. In order to retain as 
lasting possession the recollection of past ex- 
perience, a producing faculty of reminiscence, 
or rather a steadfast matrix that preserves 
latently memorized past experience, has neces- 
sarily to be inferred. Such steadfast producing 
matrix cannot possibly be of the same nature 
as the changeful evanescent phenomena that 
transiently arises in the conscious content. 

Pure Idealism can consequently only surrep- 
titiously assume such an extra-conscious matrix 
of memorized past experience. It is neverthe- 
less peremptorily driven to take this fateful 
step as only means of saving its mental or con- 
scious world from complete dissipation into ab- 
solute Nihilism. For it is evident, unless some 
producing, substantial entity be postulated, 
with power latently to retain a memorized sum- 
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mary of the contents of past moments of aware- 
ness, nothing whatever could be remembered, 
and such a fancied state of things would rightly 
deserve to be called absolute Nihilism. When 
we consider, moreover, how much of memorized 
past experience enters into every single present 
moment of awareness, it is still more forcibly 
evident that without an extra-conscious matrix, 
which latently preserves past experience, no con- 
scious content whatever would arise into actual 
awareness. Pure Idealism would then have no 
world-revelation as subject-matter to idealisti- 
cally interpret, consequently it could make no 
slightest beginning in its effort to formulate a 
valid body of knowledge, without first inconsist- 
ently assuming such latently or extra-con- 
sciously preserved and memorized past experi- 
ence. In fact every kind of Idealism derives 
its entire content from that extra-conscious 
source. In being thus necessarily compelled to 
have recourse to something outside Mind, some- 
thing abiding extra-consciously. Idealism there- 
by foregoes its claim of being a self-sufficient 
mode of world-interpretation. The contention, 
upon whose validity its very being depends, is 
to deny the existence of anything whatever of 
extra-conscious or non-mental consistency. No 
matter the name given to the memorizing power 
necessarily postulated by Idealism, such postu- 
lation amounts to a full admission of the inde- 
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pendent fundamental reality of an extra-con- 
scious realm of being. 

A remembering entity conceived as Mind, 
Soul, Intelligence, Reason and what not, has 
always, rightly viewed, to be considered as ex- 
tra-mental, paradoxical as this may sound to 
many. For, as already stated, it cannot itself 
form part of the conscious content, which is our 
only actually known mental manifestation. It 
can, obviously, not consist of anything resem- 
bling actual modes of awareness, cannot be of 
the nature of feelings, sensations, perceptions, 
conceptions, thoughts, ideas, emotions or con- 
scious volitions. These and their combinations 
are all momentarily appearing mental phenom- 
ena, imperceptible, unsubstantial, powerless and 
evanescent. Contrary to this actual state of 
things one idealistic school seizes upon sensa- 
tions and hypostasizes them into fictitious per- 
manent entities. Another school deals with 
thoughts, ideas or concepts in a similar manner. 
Another with conations or volitions. Others 
even elevate one of the other emotions into a 
power-endowed entity. And all these fictitious 
entities are made respectively to serve as pre- 
serving matrix of memorized past events. To 
complete the list of hypostasized mental phe- 
nomena the materialistic school employs, unbe- 
known to itself, for the same purpose combined 
visual and tactual perceptions. The professed 
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Universe of Materialism consists of inert ma- 
terial particles actualized by imparted moticm or 
transferred energy. These hypothetical exist- 
ents, inert matter and moving motion, cannot 
be rationaUy conceived as endowed with memory 
of the past. Having, then, no past experience 
to go upon, both Materialism and Idealism, con- 
sistently followed up, dissipate the world we are 
actually aware of into absolute nonentity. 

Is our philosophizing endeavor then doomed 
to be completely baffled, and to result in unmit- 
igated skepticism? Is there no consistent and 
valid sense to be made of the world-revelation 
arising in our conscious content? Is there no 
standard of Truth to be anywhere discerned, no 
noun which transcends the diversity of subjec- 
tive notions taken to be true by whoever hap- 
pens to entertain them? The chief puzzle here 
is to know whether a conception be true or not. 
The test lies not, as sometimes maintained, in its 
practical f ruitf ulness, but rather whether or not 
it is in accord with common sense experience sci- 
entifically verified, and rationally ratified. The 
task is to arrive at correct premises, whose logi- 
cal deductions meet with no contradictory con- 
clusions arrived at by reasoning from other sci- 
entifically verified facts also given in actual ex- 
perience. It has been shown that neither Ma- 
terialism nor Idealism conforms to this test of 
Truth. 
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The consistent materialistic and mechanistic 
view excludes from its interpretation of nature 
all participation of modes of conscious aware- 
ness as superfluous epiphenomena, which merely 
accompany but nowise influence what causa- 
tively and necessarily happens in a world of 
moved matter. The consistent Idealistic view, 
on the other hand, denies altogether the exist- 
ence of an extra-conscious physical or percep- 
tible world. Physics, then, has no room for 
mind ; Psychics no room for matter. In modem 
times, ever since Descartes bisected nature 
trenchantly into an extended material substance 
and an unextended thinking substance, this Du- 
alism of matter and thought, of body and mind, 
has given rise to no end of philosophical per- 
plexities, until weary of so much contention, 
physicists as well as psychicists found rest at 
last in the hypothesis of psychophysical Paral- 
lelism. 

Although an unsatisfactory compromise, it 
has to be conceded that by trusting to the ma- 
terialistic horn of the psychophysical dilemma 
the great advantage is gained of looking upon 
perceptible objects and occurrences as existing 
in all reality in an external world independent 
of being perceived, allowing them, moreover, to 
be accurately described, measured, and their in- 
variable connections positively ascertained, so 
that by these definite signs they can at all times 
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be discriminated as positively recognized reali- 
ties. And their invariable connections with 
other perceptible occurrences being known they 
become predictable and eminently serviceable, 
nay, indispensable as guidance for rational con- 
duct. 

Trusting, on the other hand, to the lead of 
the Idealistic side of the psychophysical di- 
lemma, one reaches the incontestable fact that 
all subjective or individual experience consists 
of mental phenomena; that therefore all physi- 
cal knowledge, howsoever positive and reliable, 
turns out to be after all wholly a mental pos- 
session made up of specific percepts and con- 
cepts. Philosophically speaking, the percep- 
tible world is being apparently entirely absorbed 
by Mind. On the strength of it pure Idealism 
denies the existence of an independent extra- 
conscious world. Having thus nothing but the 
conscious content as such to deal with it is forced 
to adopt pure Phenomenalism as its philosophi- 
cal creed, a positive necessity leading to absolute 
Nihilism. This, as has been stated, because la- 
tently preserved memory of the Past cannot 
be attributed to a mental content, whose constit- 
uent phenomena are in perpetual flux, and as 
evanescent as Time itself. 

Now as neither Materialism nor Idealism can 
account for memory, but has nevertheless to in- 
voke its aid in order not to remain void of con- 
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tent, the fundamental task of philosophy and 
science is epistemologically to demonstrate the 
existence of the real permanent matrix which 
latently harbors preserved and memorized past 
experience. Such desiderated matrix has to be 
positively shown to constitute a real substance. 
And under real substance is philosophically and 
scientifically understood an entity which main- 
tains its own identity and efficiency unimpaired, 
while producing or emitting a sustained mani- 
festation of natural phenomena, being in fact 
the proximate source of the becoming of con- 
scious appearances. In Kant's words: "In it 
(substance) alone is to be sought the seat of the 
fruitful source of the appearances." From the 
time of the Eleatic conception of nature as un- 
changeable, substantial Being, and the contrary 
interpretation of it as a perpetual changeable 
becoming, philosophy has mainly occupied itself 
with efforts to explain how the many changeable 
phenomena can possibly emanate from an ever 
imchangeably or identically abiding substance. 

In order positively and unmistakably to dem- 
onstrate the real matrix and fruitful source of 
phenomenal appearances, the extra-conscious 
existence of a perceptible power-endowed world 
of real existents has first to be incontestibly as- 
sured. And for this purpose the insufficiency of 
pure Idealism has to be further elucidated. The 
arising into awareness of the conscious content 
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remains wholly enigmatical to pure Idealism, 
and moreover entirely solipsistic. Solipsistic 
because it cannot consistently admit the exist- 
ence of a plurality of extra-conscious substan- 
tial beings each separately experiencing a 
solipsistic duplicate of the entire idealistic world 
of consciousness. Idealism cannot even consist- 
ently admit a plurality of ideally constituted 
percipients. For this would also involve addi- 
tional solipsistic conscious contents, giving rise 
to a multitude of self-sufficient, all-inclusive 
worlds, each running its separate course unaf- 
fected by one another, exactly as is supposed to 
be the case with the monads of Leibnitz. For 
individuated beings consisting of nothing but 
mentality could not be aware of each others' ex- 
istence, nothing mental being perceptible to out- 
siders, nor could they communicate with each 
other, as all communication between separate 
individuals takes place solely by means of phy- 
sical signs. Leibnitz, to philosophically save the 
evident unity and identity of the Universe, and 
the identity of us human beings as well, each of 
them conceived by him to consist of innumerable 
autonomous entities, invented his celebrated Di- 
vinely "Preestablished harmony.'* With its as- 
sistance this versatile conciliator of philosophical 
systems thought to compensate his windowless 
monads for their utter isolation by allowing 
them to be intrinsically illuminated by all-re- 
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vealing light infused into them by Divine fiat. 
It is hard to imagine how the great Leibnitz, 
professing to consist monadically of a single in- 
trospective percipient monad, but notwithstand- 
ing carrying about with him at all times a quasi 
body made up of innumerable other monads, 
each separately busy evolving into God-like per- 
fection ; hard to conceive how he could have en- 
joyed a moment's peace under this distracting 
perceptual fornication of masses of teeming 
worlds fatalistically reflected in the all-aware- 
ness of the simple substance of his solipsistic 
central monad. 

Idealism, admitting but one single all-inclu- 
sive mental content, has even boldly to deny the 
independent substantial existence of individual 
human beings. This denial of our self -existence 
is rather a serious matter that closely concerns 
all of us, as it has been virtually the cause of no 
end of fanatical nature-perverting beliefs and 
practices. Undoubtedly human beings as per- 
ceptually appearing and conceptually apper- 
ceived are altogether of mental or ideal consis- 
tency, and form part as such of the conscious 
content which happens to be aware of them. But 
can any sane person seriously believe that these 
mere visual evanescent phantoms are the real 
human beings we familiarly know, that the 
Idealist himself is such a mere phantasmal ex- 
istent, forceless, bloodless, mindless, vanishing 
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into nonentity the moment he Is no longer per- 
ceived? Real Percepts of human beings, when- 
ever they arise into present awareness, are un- 
mistakably sense-compelled. For without see- 
ing, hearing or touching a human being no per- 
ceptual appearance of him would arise into the 
conscious content. He would consequently be 
non-existent to beholders, or indeed altogether 
non-existent. To the idealistic view he would 
nowhere bodily appear, and consequently the 
Idealist himself would never be aware that he 
had a human body. Such nonsensical conclusion 
is, of course, a reductio ad absurdum of the 
idealistic position. 

Idealism has sometimes assumed, that as hu- 
man beings according to its way of thinking 
are altogether of mental or ideal consistency, it 
is their mental or Ideal Being that is apper- 
ceived, and their so-called perceptual appear- 
ance is then held to be a mere illusion of sense. 
But the only mental or ideal existence we are 
actually aware of is the all-revealing conscious 
content, and this has as such obviously no power 
whatever to forcibly affect the outside world, 
and to make itself directly known to any outside 
percipient. Fancy you and me to be pure ideal 
or spiritual beings, or for that matter to be the 
mere flesh and blood perceptible beings we really 
are. It is a positive fact that anyway we can 
nowise become directly aware of, nowise perceive 
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the content of our respective consciousnesses. 
The solipsistic, intrinsic revelations of these 
conscious contents can be communicated to each 
other only by means of physical signs, mostly of 
a linguistic character. These signs arouse cor- 
responding sensorial responses understood by 
connaturally developed beings, whose constitu- 
tion has become socially attuned to our own. If 
we were really purely ideal or spiritual beings, 
we could never become aware of one another's 
existence. The upshot of it all is that no sense 
can be made of the conscious content, without 
reference to extra-conscious existents, and that 
pure Idealism falls lamentably short of its high- 
flown pretensions. 

But if human beings do not consist of mental 
or ideal stuff, nor of what is held to be material 
stuff, of what do they really consist? They evi- 
dently consist of non-phenomenal, substantial 
stuff that has power to compel to arise in the 
conscious content of beholders their symbolical 
representation, and that contains latently pre- 
served a vast store of memorized past experi- 
ence. Their presence and their superficial char- 
acteristics become revealed by means of percepts 
mostly visual and tactual. Their sundry activi- 
ties are made known by means of definite mo- 
tions of these percepts. All this information, 
minutely serviceable as it is, consists only of em- 
blematic signs. To gain a somewhat adequate 
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idea how profoundly the real human being's na- 
ture remains enigmatic in this mere perceptual 
revelation let us imagine that within the con- 
scious content of an observer the bodily percept 
of another hiunan being visually arises, sense- 
compelled. Nothing has affected the observ- 
er's vision save a specifically constituted im- 
pingement of what are called ethereal vibrations. 
Thereupon within his subjective sphere of spe- 
cial luminosity a definitely shaded and colored 
form makes its appearance, which is recognized 
as representing a human being. Noticing the 
characteristics features and motions of the visu- 
ally aroused apparition within his conscious con- 
tent the observer interprets the significance of 
these perceptual signs entirely by means of his 
own intrinsically gathered and memorized expe- 
rience, supplementing what is essentially implied 
by the signalized vision. He himself, by dint of 
his own mental endowments, fills the empty vis- 
ual form with as much or as little meaning as 
his own introspective experience allows. It is 
evident that the visual form within the conscious 
content of the observer is only a phantasmal 
symbolical appearance of the real entity from 
which the sense-arousing ethereal influx pro- 
ceeds. And it is evident also that the move- 
ments of the features and limbs of this visual 
form are but symbolical signs of the real activi- 
ties of the observed extra-conscious beings. 
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When the visual form within the observer's con- 
scious content walks or lies down, this merely 
signalizes that the perceptually represented real 
human being is performing correspondent activ- 
ities, and not that it is the visual form within 
the conscious content of the observer that is ac- 
tuating the movements. This notwithstanding 
appears delusively to be actually the case to the 
observer himself, because he takes his own visual 
representation to be the real observed being. It 
is, however, perfectly clear that the observed 
subject cannot possibly consist of the observer's 
perceptual vision, or of that of a number of such 
perceptual visions arising in the conscious con- 
tent of simultaneous beholders. It is obvious, 
moreover, that nothing which the observers see 
apparently done by the visual form within their 
conscious content can have the slightest influ- 
ence on the real doings of the signalized subject. 
For instance, air vibrations, being forceless 
visual phenomena, within the conscious content 
of the observing physiologist or psychophysist 
cannot possibly be the cause of the correspond- 
ing sound heard by outside hearers and the ob- 
server himself. This evident fact generalized 
leads to the at present somewhat startling con* 
elusion, that nothing perceptually ascertained 
by the physiologist has the least efficient influ- 
ence on what correspondingly occurs in real 
outside beings. The world perceived on opening 
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the eyes is not really aroused into present aware- 
ness by "ethereal vibrations" impinging on 
them ; for these "ethereal vibrations'' are as such 
mere forceless perceptual representations of the 
real efficient influence that summons into present 
awareness the vision of an outside world. The 
real outside influence here operative is extra-con- 
scious and power-endowed, brought into sense- 
revealing correspondence by phyleticafly pre- 
established harmony between the conscious con- 
tent of the organism and what is symbolically 
represented therein. 

The perennial puzzle, rendered prominent by 
the Occasionalists, the puzzle namely, how the 
volitional actuation of our perceived features 
and limbs is brought about, finds its scientific 
solution in the recognition that it is the real 
power-endowed, extra-conscious subject, and not 
the observer's forceless sense-compelled percep- 
tual representation of the subject, that actuates 
the real movements, which are merely perceptu- 
ally and symbolically reflected in the correspond- 
ing visual appearances. It follows as a general 
conclusion that everything seen to happen in the 
world of phenomenal appearances is but a force- 
less symbolical reflection of what occurs in the 
real perceptible, power-endowed, extra-conscious 
world. And the more or less correct interpreta- 
tion of the real significance of the phenomena is 
a matter of more or less rationalized and scien- 
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tifically verified actual experience. Hence what 
is called historical evolution is dependent on 
stages of progressive organization of history- 
making man with gradual elimination of dread- 
inspiring interpretation, visionary guesses, and 
monstrous superstitions. It is creatively devel- 
oped by means of social intercourse and social 
experience, the memorized results of which be- 
come structurally fixed in the constitution of the 
real human being. And the real nature of the 
cultured human being having been socially devel- 
oped evinces itself most truly in his social do- 
ings. 

Ill 

The real human being has been shown to be a 
perceptible, power-endowed, extra-conscious en- 
tity, that compels through sense-stimulation — 
mostly of a vicarious character — a perceptual 
representation called his body to arise in the 
conscious content of beholders. This real hu- 
man being is thus revealed to the actual aware- 
ness of outsiders solely by means of this percep- 
tual bodily appearance. To himself the aware- 
ness of this visual and tactual body is likewise 
a mere perceptual, sense-aroused appearance 
within his own conscious content. Consciously, 
not merely sentiently, realized experience is a 
late product of progressive organic develop- 
ment. And what becomes thus perceptually re- 
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yealed and consciously apperceived as an or- 
ganic being has been essentially creatively fash- 
ioned in the extra-conscious, power-endowed 
world ages before conscious recognition as 
crowning outcome came into existence. The lat- 
ter is a progressive development of the sentient, 
mere instinctive awareness of animals, and re- 
sults in reflective self -consciousness or introspec- 
tive recognition, an acquirement destined to hu- 
manize animal nature more and more effectively. 
Transcendental Idealism from the time of Plato 
to that of Hegel and his followers has for lack 
of biological information been led to completely 
misinterpret nature, and to entirely reverse its 
order, taking it all to be a creation of intelli- 
gence conceived as pre-existing entity, while in- 
telligence or reason is itself most assuredly a late 
product of creative organization. 

Mere animals carry on their life conatively 
impelled by their organic needs in a medium of 
sentient information suited to the state of sen- 
sori-motor development they have attained. The 
stage reached in animal development is evinced 
by what is perceptually revealed as their or- 
ganic structure, and by the perceptible effects 
of their interaction with the medium. Through 
such interaction their form, structure and func- 
tional efficiencies have become phyletically devel- 
oped, and specifically adapted to life in their 
special environment. Having reached a high 
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stage of unreflective sentient and sensorial 
awareness, the animal when in process of being 
developed into a human being experiences self- 
conscious reflection beginning to become oper- 
ative, tending to transform mere instinctively 
driven action into deliberate conduct. 

This momentous transformation is rendered 
possible by the acquisition of speech, engendered 
in social intercourse. By mutually and con- 
sciously assenting to a£Sx a certain recognative 
linguistic sign, volitionally reproducible to a 
definite object or action, the transcendent gift 
of thinking began to bestow its benefactions. 

Henceforth by means of the definitely ap- 
pointed linguistic signs the designated objects 
and occurrences could be individually recollected 
in their absence, and made to be recollected 
by associated fellow-men, through recognized 
perceptible utterance and gesture. Human 
speech is a conscious volitional development of 
the instinctively inherited vocal signs uttered 
by social animals. 

The linguistic signs of recognition, at first 
only applied to perceptible objects and occur- 
rences, are in the course of time introspectively 
and figuratively transferred to imperceptibly 
accrued inner experience. And as in the solip- 
sistic conscious content perceptible and imper- 
ceptible experience are found inextricably 
blended, the inperceptibly accrued inner experi- 
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ence analogicaUy designated by verbal signs be- 
comes intelligibly communicable to associates. 

In volitionally impelled signicative gesture 
and articulation the mental meaning and its 
physical expression are so closely inter-con- 
nected that socially acquired physical designa- 
tions of mental attitudes toward sensible ap- 
pearances are readily resorted to to designate 
the mental attitudes as such. 

It is obvious, generally acknowledged, and 
positively demonstrated by linguistically un- 
taught deaf persons, and pre-eminently so by 
the deaf and blind, that without the use of lin- 
guistic signs conceptual thinking is impossible. 
And as language and thought are what distin- 
guishes human beings, most essentially, from 
other animals, the pregnant conclusion is inevi- 
table that humanization is wholly dependent on 
socially acquired linguistic signs, and that 
thinking, therefore, akin to our own can no- 
where exist outside the social communion of 
speaking individuals. To deny that speaking, 
and therewith thinking is an organic function, 
one must be physically and psychically unobser- 
vant of what really takes place during talking. 
And we cannot even understand what we read 
without accompanying it with silent utterance. 

Here, where speaking and thinking, the per- 
ceptible volitional sign and the imperceptible 
thought designated thereby, are intimately and 
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inseparably blended in the idea-motor human 
being, structural elaboration by means of voli- 
tional activity is strikingly manifest. The per- 
ceptible brain-structure whose specific develop- 
ment is underlying the functional linguistic out- 
come, has been in various decisive ways posi- 
tively demonstrated by biological research. The 
definitely located organ of speech in the human 
brain has obviously become developed by the 
persistent progressive use of language as means 
of expressing the growing recognition of the 
significance of the multifold mental experience 
arising in the all-revealing conscious content. 

It is of permanent ethical import to know and 
to steadfastly bear in mind for guidance of con- 
duct, that although what is perceived as pro- 
gressive structural development of the organ- 
ism, embodying progressive development of en- 
dowments ; that although it is creatively the ex- 
clusive work of transcendent power, such cre- 
ative activity takes place only in response to 
vital activity on the part of the individual or- 
ganism. Throughout the animal scale it is vital 
activity in interaction with what the living be- 
ing sentiently or perceptually realizes as his ne- 
cessities-satisfying medium of existence, which 
gives rise to the gradual elaboration of the or- 
ganic structure; conspicuous at the surface is 
the developmental elaboration of the sen- 
sory organs, but involving neural and muscular 
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connections, and eventually the entire organism. 
In the human individual the structures under- 
lying intentional volitional execution have be- 
come perceptibly detached from those underly- 
ing mere conative or instinctive execution, leav- 
ing thus a certain free play for volitional ac- 
tion. On awareness of what have proved ob- 
jects of desire or aversion, latently memorized 
experience of the effect of former volitional ac- 
tivities on man's own welfare and that of his 
race, becomes consciously resuscitated in the 
form of recognative and anticipatory emotions. 
When the recollection of past experience be- 
comes comprehensively focused in the moment of 
actual awareness and the intentional volitional 
activity is rationally directed in such compre- 
hensive light into chosen paths, then such ac- 
tivity brings about progressive structural elab- 
oration in the direction aimed at. Structural 
elaboration by means of specially directed voli- 
tional activity is conspicuously manifest in the 
acquirement of feats of muscular skill, and it is 
by dint of such free play of volitional activities 
that man becomes the artificer of a heightened 
medium of existence, which by gradual stages 
of elaboration by means of discoveries and in- 
ventions conduces to his humanization. Imagine 
him deprived of his socially developed language, 
and of all other self -established contrivances of 
cultured life, and we have left nothing but a 



r^ 



PRESENT EXPERIENCE 41 

mere instinctively driven animal. The possibil- 
ity of rational conduct is bodily given in the 
structural detachment of volitional activity from ^ 
the necessitated nexus of mere reflex and in- 
stinctive performances. And rational conduct 
is rendered mentally possible by memorized past 
experience, consciously apprehended, and being 
brought to a focus in actual awareness. The 
essential import of rational conduct becomes 
obvious when thought and action are in agree- 
ment with the trend of progressive development, 
for this necessarily involves the welfare of the 
individual and its race. On the contrary, when 
thought and action are in opposition to the pro- 
gressive results already attained by creative 
elaboration, then the consequence is Nemesis, 
Karma, Retribution, unto the third and fourth 
generation ; and far beyond. A high degree of 
rational conduct can, however, be attained only 
when the validity of the current interpretation 
of experience has been tested by scientific veri- 
fication, and the rationally established results 
are adopted as practical guidance to conduct. 
Rational conduct becomes ethical when it is al- 
truistically directed toward maintenance and 
enhancement of the welfare of fellow-beings, 
thereby counteracting the ruthless rapacity of 
animal propensities, that has been the principal 
incentive to volitional activity even among hu- 
man beings when in the savage and barbarous 
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state, from which we have by no means collec- 
tively emerged. 

Present experience teaches that a scientifically 
informed retrospective view of animal develop- 
ment proves a high degree of structural elabora- 
tion having been reached before human recogni- 
tion came into existence as its ultimate func- 
tional outcome. No consciousness, no reason, no 
intelligence akin to these forceless modes of our 
own mentality participated as such in the phy- 
letic structural elaboration of the hunger-driven 
animal. Every step in the progressive organi- 
zation of individuated forms of the living sub- 
stance was gained by ages of vital toil in inter- 
action with a given medium. Maintenance of 
the integrity and efficiency of the attained or- 
ganic structure of living beings appears to hu- 
man recognition the principal result of their 
conative propensities, and of vital activity in 
general. The imperative cravings of hunger 
and sex, accompanied by painful feelings of 
dissatisfaction, compel organisms to work, un- 
beknown to themselves, toward the fulfilment of 
the predestined ends of self and race-preserva- 
tion. The satisfaction of these organic crav- 
ings not only relieves the accompanying painful 
feelings but supplants them by positively pleas- 
ant sensations, which, instinctively memorized, 
serve as additional incentives to activity subser- 
vient to the same predestined end. It seems that 
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the principal vital activities are somehow di- 
rected to attain distant ends unrecognized by 
the merely sentient animal. 

The peculiar vital activities by means of 
which satisfaction of organic needs is attained in 
a certain given medium, structurally mould the 
form of the animal and equip it with definite 
functional efficiencies, besides imparting to the 
vital activity itself its specific qualitative traits, 
such as timidity or aggressiveness, mildness or 
ferocity, in various degrees ; but all these differ- 
ent dispositions are bent alike on satisfaction of 
the cravings of hunger and sex. Conatively 
driven vital activity at work amid the special 
conditions of a given medium, is that which fa- 
tally determines the accruing endowments which 
the structurally elaborated organism shall event- 
ually be found to possess. Most of the multi- 
tudinous forms of life have become thus devi- 
ated into perfected modes of inferior adaptation, 
missing the straight path of progressive devel- 
opment that has proved to lead to humanization. 

Surveying the entire range of animal life, the 
essential purport of vital activities, biologically 
speaking, is, as has been stated, the maintenance 
of the stage of structural integrity and func- 
tional efficiency attained by organisms in the 
course of phyletic development. Their conative 
propensities are gradually engendered and come 
into play in the supreme effort of maintaining 
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intact what has ahready been achieved. In the 
animal the tremendously imperative craving of 
hunger and its multifold modes of attaining 
satisfaction subserve the most indispensable 
condition of all vital continuity, and of all or- 
ganic development, namely, the preservation of 
the structural integrity of the organism against 
disintegrating outside influences ; normal preser- 
vation of it through functional reintegration; 
reproductive and abnormal preservation through 
extensive regeneration. The dominating avid- 
ity of the organism to reintegrate itself by as- 
similation of complemental material furnished 
by the medium is the true origin of the craving 
of hunger, and of the entire process of nutri- 
tion. The latter growing in complexity con- 
comitantly with the structural development of 
the out and out sensori-motor being. Extreme 
examples of the maintenance against odds of the 
structural form of the organism when once es- 
tablished, is furnished by experimental Onto- 
geny, which demonstrates that even small frac- 
tions of germ-plasm will reproduce the integral, 
though diminutive form of the parent organ- 
ism. 

The essential part which hunger and its sat- 
isfaction are found to play in life is, then, to 
minister to the self-preservation of the percep- 
tible living being, in whose frame have become 
abidingly embodied laboriously attained vital 
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endowments. The living substance is at no 
stage of structural development morphologically 
stable machinery, but throughout a labil vortex 
formed by vital activity, and livingly sustained 
by. it. The organism in order to live, and keep 
alive ; in order to retain its vitality and all it im- 
plies, requires unintermittent interaction with 
the influences of the medium. Besides utter de- 
pendence on food and oxygen supply, the more 
dynamical influence of the medium by imping- 
ing in definitely tuned and ordered impulsions 
on what perceptually appears as the surface of 
the organism disintegrates the same in sundry 
specific modes at sundry definite surface re- 
gions. Thereupon the process of complemental 
reintegration sets in, phyletically fashioning in 
attuned response to the external incitement of 
the ectodermic organs, with which the organism 
carries on its life of outside relations. It is ob- 
vious that being alive depends, necessitatedly, 
on reintegration of the Uving substance, which 
otherwise would waste away, become function- 
ally inefficient, and eventually reduced to a rem- 
nant of lifeless stuff. The need of vital interac- 
tion of the organism with its given medium in 
order to exist and keep alive is an unmistakable 
biological fact, the recognition of whose sig- 
nificance is all important to a correct interpreta- 
tion of what is conceptually called life, inclusive 
of its entire mental and physical content. It 
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proves that structure and function of the or- 
ganism and its vital interaction with the me- 
dium do not become adapted to each other by in- 
cidental occurrences, as generally believed, but 
that they are coevally interdependent, insep- 
arable factors in the development of vital effici- 
encies. And this again proves that Life receives 
its entire meaning from the experience accruing 
in interaction of the organism with its medium, 
and that it exclusively refers to it. 

The surface or ectodermic functions of the 
organism develop by reactively responding 
more and more adequately to the sundry im- 
pinging influences of its environment. The re- 
sult is perceptually revealed in the gradual 
elaboration of the sensory organs, through 
whose instrumentality the real power-endowed 
world may be said to become more and more dis- 
tinctly and amply recreated in the symbolical 
medium of the organism's sentiency, becoming 
thus more and more minutely and at a distance 
perceptually revealed in its outline, and most 
clearly so in visional apprehension, as shaded, 
colored and moving forms. Eventually, more- 
over, in the introspective contemplation of man 
the inner transcendent significance of the world- 
revelation becomes reflectively apprehended 
through socially engendered intellectualized 
emotions. 



^ 
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IV 

The living substance by means of its reinte- 
grative power, through which it is enabled to 
retain unimpaired functional efficiencies, con- 
stitutes therewith the only real substance we are 
cognizant of. For it alone fulfills the condi- 
tions scientifically and philosophically required 
from what pretends to be a genuine substance, 
namely, the combination within itself of the logi- 
cally contradictory attributes of unchangeable- 
ness and change, of itself abiding identically 
intact, while nevertheless emitting from moment 
to moment the phenomena which flowingly arise 
into actual awareness. This unique substan- 
tializing result of vital activity constitutes the 
sine qua non condition and steadfast foil of all 
world-revelation. Without this identically abid- 
ing source of mental phenomena and preserving 
matrix of past experience there would prevail, 
here on earth at least, complete oblivion and no 
trace of world-revelation. The utter depend- 
ence of all vital functions, physical and mental, 
and therewith of the entire world-revelation, 
on the maintained structural integrity of the 
living organism, is so plainly demonstrated by 
normal, pathological and experimental evidence, 
that it seems strange that this fundamental con- 
dition of life should be slurred for the sake of 
indulging in conceptual fancies. Philosophical 
speculation, however, not grounded on recogni- 
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tion of it; on recognition that the true power 
and life-endowed individual, perceptually known 
as living human organism, is himself the verit- 
able world-revealing agent, and actual bearer of 
the conscious content; all such philosophical 
speculation ignoring this fundamental fact is 
building insubstantial air-castles, that, closely 
examined, dissolve into pure Nihilism as has 
been shown with regard to Materialism and 
Idealism. 

The living substance, of which all organisms 
essentially consist, constitutes a sort of unitary 
vital vortex, whose constituent elements are all 
efficiently bound together by the specific tie des- 
ignated as chemical affinity. During functional 
activity partial disintegration takes place, which 
has to be repaired by assimilation of externally 
supplied complemental material. The effete 
products of functional disintegration have then 
to be speedily removed from the organic nexus, 
otherwise they would infallibly clog and impair 
the vital activity dependent as it is on inter- 
connection of all parts of the living substance. 
This necessitated depurative operation is effected 
by the absorption of all-permeating atmospheric 
oxygen, which has power to reduce the effete 
stuff to readily eliminable products. This pro- 
cess, indispensable to efficient vital activity, and 
indeed to the very continuance of life, is minis- 
tered to by special depurative organs, which 
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grow in complexity with the structural elabora- 
tion of the living substance. In primitive or- 
ganisms so-called pulsating vacuoles are seen 
to eliminate reduced waste products. In higher 
animals the elimination is effected by various 
elaborate organs, by the lungs, where the circu- 
lating blood-corpuscles exchange their load of 
suffocating carbonic acid for a fresh supply of 
oxygen, by the kidneys which cast the poison- 
ous urea out of the system, by the skin which 
supplements lungs and kidneys. 

Here another proof is afforded that organic 
life is coevally and inseparably dependent on 
specific interaction with given conditions of the 
medium. To nevertheless look upon Life as an 
independent idealistic principle which inhabits 
and actuates the organism, is all too obviously 
a momentous, inveterate misconception of the 
real state of things, which has led, and is still 
leading, human conduct grievously astray. It 
is well to recognize that Life results from a com- 
plex combination of ceaseless activities carried 
on by the power-endowed living substance, in 
indispensable interaction with pre-existing defi- 
nite conditions of its environment. All organic 
life, which means any kind of life, is inseparably 
inter-connected with its given environment. This 
process in genuine humanization is achieved by 
rational conduct, possible however only in the 
light of a correct recognition of the constitu- 
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tion of human nature as thus organically elab- 
orated in interaction with its physical and social 
medium, and wholly correlative to it. In order 
to be lastingly fruitful, conduct has to be in 
harmony with the drift of progressive creative 
development. 

What is called "Life" had a most humble 
mundane beginning in a mere see-saw movement 
of alternate disintegration from without, and re- 
integration from within, manifest in the percep- 
tually revealed primitive living substance. In 
keeping with the structural elaboration of the 
living substance "Life" or rather the living sub- 
stance itself became endowed with higher effi- 
ciences and superior significance until it devel- 
oped into what is now, in highest developed or- 
ganisms, conceptually looked upon as **Life," 
most erroneously understanding by such concep- 
tion a mysterious principle that governs vital 
processes from on High. "Life," evidently a 
result of vital organization, has in ancient and 
modem times generally invertedly been conceived 
as the artificer of the structural organization, 
and actuator of its functional manifestations, of 
which it is really the outcome. 

Hunger and assimilation of restitutive nutri- 
ment on the part of the organic individual would 
secure only its own preservation, and "Life" 
would have become extinct on our globe in a sin- 
gle generation — fulfilling thereby without much 
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ado the fervently professed desire of the ascet- 
ics. This would Infallibly have happened if the 
process of the creative development of vital en- 
dowments, to which we owe our own existence, 
did not involve the "wicked" propagation of 
"sinful" individuals, and therewith the preserva- 
tion of the "fallen" race. Biological science 
will, let us hope, succeed in liberating mankind 
from the gloomy creation-negating aspects of 
ascetic ethics, still theoretically in the ascendant 
among the most advanced nations. 

By means of hunger and assimilation of res- 
titutive material the individual's own existence 
is preserved during his allotted span of time. 
The propagation and rejuvenescence of succes- 
sive generations of living beings subserves the 
preservation of the race. This points to a 
higher purport of vital organization than the 
mere stable preservation of the individual's com- 
posing, at the time being, the race. Indeed this 
higher purport has become clearly revealed since 
progressive organic development has been recog- 
nized and scientifically demonstrated. In primi- 
tive forms of life propagation takes place by so- 
called fission of the parent organism, a process 
by no means due to mere mechanical division, as 
asserted by mechanistic biologists, but on the 
contrary to a complex process of vital activity, 
— as can be distinctly observed, — ^by the same 
potencies, namely, that underlying all organic 
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formation. However, not before propaga- 
tion has become in the course of organic devel- 
opment a vital function, divided between two 
separately individuated and complementally or- 
ganized living beings, does the transcendant, 
super-individual significance of propagation be- 
come evident, and recognized by thoughtful ob- 
servers. This creatively necessitated mutual 
solidarity, proving to be of super-individual 
import, securing the continuity of higher races, 
and giving rise to family-conmiunion, consti- 
tutes the veritable groundwork, on which pro- 
gressive development establishes the altruistic 
sentiments that in man ultimately inspire all so- 
cial morality, and all exalted aspirations. 

To ignore, in the way of transcendental 
Idealism, as sense-illusion the perceptible organ- 
ism which proves to be the source of all sentient 
phenomena, and the bearer of all vital efficiences, 
and which has been with toilsome persistence 
structurally elaborated in the real power-en- 
dowed world ages before human conception came 
into existence; to ignore it and to attribute all 
perceptible becoming to the creative agency of 
this lately developed forceless mental acquisition 
of man, fancifully hypostasized as power-en- 
dowed entity; such Conceptualism, originated 
by Aristotle, however inveterately prevalent and 
still dominant at present, cannot fail to be ulti- 
mately deemed visionary and inept in the ex- 
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treme. And not to recognize the developmental 
accrument of structural and functional organic 
endowments to be the work of creative elabora- 
tion is as momentous a failure as the non-recog- 
nition of the "evolutional" development of or- 
ganism on the part of the special creation hy- 
potheses, which so long blocked the way to a 
more profound and fruitful interpretation of 
our world-revelation. 

Hunger, or the craving for restitutive ma- 
terial, and the craving for sexual satisfaction 
through complemental union, subserve by indi- 
rect means the end-results of self and race pres- 
ervation. The craving for oxygen subserves, 
by means of complex chemical processes, depur- 
ation. The craving for sleep subserves by an 
integrate process of reintegrative adjustment 
the preservation of functional harmony between 
the sundry organs of the ectoderm, unequally 
worn by separate activities during waking 
hours. Vital activities, instinctively or ration- 
ally exerted, besides resulting in the self -gratifi- 
cation of the acting individual, are essentially in- 
strumental in the phyletic process of organic 
development, and all that it implies. All along 
the range of organic development there is dis- 
cernible a laborious reaching out, as it were, 
toward far-off fulfilment, which can be nowise 
accounted for by the theory of a mechanically 
necessitated concatenation of equivalent causes 
and effects. 
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Despite the multitudinous, cruel-seeming 
waste, and untold afflictions overcoming sentient 
life, we seem in the face of it all justified in 
looking upon the process of precarious and toil- 
some organic development as teleologically 
brought about, and not as mechanically necessi* 
tated, nor as something accidentally happening. 
For when we contemplate the inter-connected 
series of stages in progressive organic elabora- 
tion, they are found to receive their essential 
significance only in end results ultimately 
reached. End-results would seem to enter some- 
how into the developmental process of final 
causes. It can be accepted as scientifically es- 
tablished that the vital interaction between the 
primitive living substance and its environment 
has led through mediation of numberless genera- 
tions of vitally travailing individuals to final 
ends, which imply that from the beginning of 
the series of progressive stages a directive ten- 
dency has somehow been operative throughout 
the entire process of development. And the 
realization of the far off end, which sums up the 
import of the intervening stages, stamps the 
result as potentially predetermined. Physically 
viewed, structural and therewith functional 
elaboration of the living substance is brought 
about by vital activity exerted in definite direc- 
tions on instigation of definite influences of the 
medium. This definite interaction calls into play 
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definite chemical ajffinities between the living sub- 
stance and its complemental restitutive material, 
which models through this combination organic 
structure in definite ways. A variety of condi- 
tions have here specifically to conspire in order 
that the end-result may be ultimately attained. 

What is so strikingly witnessed in the circum- 
scribed life-history of insects, namely, that 
their entire vital activity, from beginning to end 
of their career, is directed toward the propaga- 
tion of their race ; a predetermined reproductive 
end-result arrived at unbeknown to themselves — 
this unmistakably teleological process affords a 
certain analogical insight into what produc- 
tively occurs in phyletic organic development. 
Here the end-result proves by its progressively 
developed correlative significance in relation to a 
pre-existing cosmic medium, that it is creatively 
predetermined, or rather potentially inherent in 
the process of creative becoming, although de- 
pendent on vital interaction of the living organ- 
ism within which the end-result is actually real- 
ized. This process is analagous to what is un- 
derstood by epigenesis. Each progressive stage 
in organic development is inwrought into what 
had been previously achieved, and therewith 
necessarily presupposes it. If primitive living 
substance had not first been created, its gradu- 
ally elaborated structures and functions could 
not have come eventually into existence. Crea- 
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tive development proves thus to be nowise akin 
to conceptual evolution, but is a most laborious 
synthetical process of new-becoming specifically 
conditioned at every stage. 

The world as revealed in the symbolical me- 
dium of sentiency and consciousness is obvi- 
ously a new creation; something newly arising 
into perceptual existence. It has become toil- 
somely embodied in what perceptually appears 
as specifically organized vital structure. That 
much scientific interpretation is justified in con- 
cluding. But by what potency sentiency arises 
from the non-sentient; conscious recognition 
from mere sentient awareness; specific vital or- 
ganization from morphologically formless be- 
ginnings; in fact the fashioning of the whole 
visible cosmos from inchoate world-material; 
such progressive becoming is a creative process 
whose operating efficiency transcends incom- 
mensurably human imderstanding. To the 
primitive human being it was natural to assimi- 
late creative power and actuation manifest in 
nature to his own will-power. There obtains, 
however, in reality no analogy between the voli- 
tional control and actuation of our executive or- 
gans, and the bringing of new creations into ex- 
istence. Our volition possesses no modicmn of 
creative power. It is impotent to impart the 
least increment of change to the intrinsic prop- 
erties of what constitutes the perceptible extra- 
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conscious world. All diverse power-endowed ac- 
tivity operative in the universe is signalized to 
our conscious content as modes of perpetual 
motion; a mere visual phantom, though once 
generally believed by scientists to be itself the 
power-endowed entity that is causing all the 
perceptible changes in nature. Motion, how- 
ever, turns out to be as such utterly forceless, in 
fact a mere conscious sign of extra-conscious ac- 
tivities that in reality cause the perceptual 
shiftings of the bodily appearances within the 
time and space perception of beholders. No 
philosopher nor scientist has ever been able to 
form a valid conception of the real nature of 
force, power, efficiency, energy; no valid con- 
ception of the real nature of what actuates 
changes in the universe. To account for the 
perceptible changes some hidden potency is in- 
stinctively inferred, generally called force. But 
as to the real nature of that restless stir that 
permeates all Being, and that at times knocks 
things about with tremendous destructive vehe- 
mence, all thinkers have ever been, and are still 
in the dark. Scientists, if they happen to be 
believers in the causative necessity of all natu- 
ral occurrences, as resulting from a fixed num- 
ber of indestructible material units, mechani- 
cally actuated by a definite indestructible 
amount of motion, on such supposition the real 
causative force here at work has completely 
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eluded their grasp. To make up for it thej 
have to pre-«uppo6e an unknowable prime 
morer, that has originall j imparted to moticm 
all the efficiency it is held to display. If sciai- 
tists profess, moreover, to be pure mathematical 
physidsts they either ignore ^f orce" altogettier, 
or formulate a definition of it in terms of mor- 
ing mass. 

Speculative philosophers from the time of 
Heraclitus to the present day exhaust their in- 
genuity in mere fanciful notions regarding the 
actuating agency in nature, notions either help- 
lessly theological or idealistically impotent. 
Hume had the courage to assert *^We never 
have any impression that contains any power or 
efficacy. We never therefore have any idea of 
power** (treatise IH, Sec. 14) and it is quite true 
that in the purely phenomenal or mental world, 
arising within the individual conscious content, 
no trace of power can be detected. Everything 
occurring in the purely phenomenal world is ut- 
terly forceless. Such incapacity of the human 
mind to discover the source of activity in nature 
and to apprehend its working efficiency, points 
plainly to the fact that the world revealed in in- 
dividual consciousness harbors as such no effi- 
cient power; that it has its real being and is 
itself actuated in an extra-conscious, power-en- 
dowed realm of which our own veritable being 
forms part. 



^ 
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The principal results in the scientifically 
valid interpretation of the perceptible world- 
revelation have been gained by close observation 
and exact numerical determination of the beha- 
vior of the sense-compelled appearances arising 
within the conscious content of the observer. 
These appearances faithfully, though only sym- 
bolically, reflect what really happens in the 
sense-compelling, extra-conscious world. Con- 
sequently such scientific interpretation of phe- 
nomenal appearances, however exact, can yield 
only phenomenaUstic information in terms of ex- 
tention and motion. The intrinsic significance 
of the perceptual appearances and their motor 
changes has to be supplied by the experiencing 
subject's own organically memorized and syste- 
matized knowledge. Here the influence of or- 
ganically memorized past experience is evinced 
in the first instance in the aroused emotions 
which accompany perceptual awareness or its 
memorized representation, and serve as antica- 
patory signs foreboding good or evil to the wel- 
fare of the beholder. 

Our vital faculties, physical and mental, have 
accrued as a creative gift, bestowed on activi- 
ties exercised by the living being in harmony 
with the trend of formative organic develop- 
ment. Such formative development perceptible 
as the structural makeup of the organism, 
wherein its vital faculties are embodied, has 
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been elaborated in interaction with a definitely 
given medium. These embodied faculties by re- 
ferring essentially to the organism's life of out- 
side relations impart to their bearers a super- 
mechanical, superindividual, truly transcenden- 
tal significance which radically distinguishes 
their conduct from the activities displayed by 
lifeless things. Contemplate the organism as a 
L^ self-sufficient monad with no outside relations, 

and nothing regarding it will be in the least in- 
telligible; not its form, not its simdry organs 
with their specific fimctions, nor its instincts 
with their purposive activities; in fact every- 
thing belonging to the disconnected being will 
be utterly enigmatic. But take its environ- 
ment into accoimt, and at once you have the key 
to all those otherwise insoluble mysteries. Now 
apply these considerations to ourselves, and you 
will find them pregnant with most momentous 
significance. 

To us conscious social beings the intrinsic 
significance of life reveals itself principally in 
social intercourse, wherein all memorized wealth 
of sentiment and thought, gathered during indi- 
vidual and race experience, becomes collectively 
recognized, enjoyed and enhanced. And here is 
the veritable sphere within which altruistic sym- 
pathy finds its ever-widening occasion for bene- 
ficent exertion in recognition of the solidarity 
of nature and the common interests of fellow- 
men. 
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VI 

The unifying and ordering synthesis of ran- 
dom and piecemeal accrued experience occurs 
evidently in latency within the organism, and is 
therein organically preserved and memorized. 
This latently synthesized and memorized past 
experience becomes on occasion resuscitated into 
present conscious awareness, and immediately 
recognized. On opening our eyes scattered for- 
mer experience of the perceptible world arises 
now from its latently preserving matrix into 
the conscious content perceptually unified and 
instantly recognized. Such complete synthesis 
or systematized blending of particulars can evi- 
dently not be the result of a number of concep- 
tual categories believed to be at work on the 
spot at the time being. And what is here of ut- 
most importance to the philosophical interpre- 
tation of nature, such synthesized and memor- 
ized past experience is nowhere to be found in 
what is called the objective or external world, 
nowhere in the non-solipsistic world perceptible 
to all percipients. It is not there that logical 
evolution is supplied with its subject matter. It 
receives it solely from organically synthetized 
past experience consciously resuscitated in the 
solipsistic conscious content of the logician him- 
self. Latently memorized past experience is ob- 
viously non-existent anywhere outside the indi- 
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▼idual organism. And it is not to be extracted 
from a ocmoeptoany postulated archetypal to- 
tality of Being. This rather prevalent and 
complacent mode of mere conceptual philoso- 
phizing in unamscioosly inspired by a remnant 
of the geocentric overweening self-importance of 
homo sapiens. Surely it has to be deemed exorb- 
itantly self-opinioned to believe that the creative 
becoming of nature can be logically deduced 
from any concept or idea our narrow hcnne-bred 
understanding is able to form regarding all- 
comprehensive Reality. Science teaches us 
wholesome humility by showing what subordi- 
nate position we earthlings occupy in the uni- 
verse, and how insufficient our intellect proved 
to be for probing such mysteries as imderly Be- 
ing and Becoming. 

The specific end-results of vital activity, sci- 
entifically found to have been most gradually 
attained, cannot rightly be regarded as due to 
evolution in a sense opposed to epigenesis; due, 
namely, to the imfolding of a pre-existing to- 
tality of Being by a process analogous to that 
of logical deduction. With the philosophiccd 
postulation of an all-involving Absolute, that as 
such is necessarily conceived as possessed of 
whatever creative power is manifest in the uni- 
verse, the consistent attitude of the human 
mind should be implicit faith in the fatalistic 
pre-ordination of everything that anywhere 
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happens in the world ; a creed actually professed 
by foremost theologians through many centur- 
ies; a creed liable, however, as has actually 
abundantly occurred, to paralyze self-help, the 
very factor most indispensable to progressive 
organic development. The philosophic^ expo- 
sition of the becoming of experienced nature as 
evolutional outcome from a pre-existing Abso- 
lute, has been attempted in modem times prin- 
cipally on a foundation of geometrical neces- 
sity. These deductive attempts have signally 
failed to account for the abiding existence of 
nature as at all times perceptible to all percipi- 
ents. Spinoza evolved the becoming of percep- 
tible nature as existentially consisting of noth- 
ing but extended forms, held to be special de- 
terminations of the general attribute Extension, 
one of the definitely specialized infinite attrib- 
utes of his absolute Substance. HegePs evolu- 
tion of experienced nature consists in nothing 
but conceptual maneuvering with the memor- 
ized and synthetized data of his own well stored 
solipsistic conscious content, existentially pre- 
sent to himself only in his moments of actual 
awareness, but wholly imperceptible and non-ex- 
istent at all times to all his disciples, and to all 
other men, unless communicated and explained 
to them as alleged veritable conceptual entities, 
by means of indispensable, perceptible, sense- 
compelling verbal signs. The practical conclu- 
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nan that cm be wnm^A in tbe f ste of infirido- 
ak md of nationi bj bcficriiig in tlie f ovce-en- 
dowcd rcafitj of mae eonceplSy inluilifdj 
formed, can be traced ominoasl j tinoog^ioiit 
hmnan faistcnrr. And as spcdallT apfdjing to 
H^elianism it can be profitaU j stnfied in its 
misdiieTOiis effects g^arin^ j disrkwfd dnring 
the German reri^ntioo of 1848, when mere 
f orcdess concept u al oondosions f oand them- 
sehres opposed to the real operating forces of 
actual existence. Faith in the dominating real- 
it j of concept s took its rise in the teaching of 
Socrates and Plato, and especially in the ccm- 
ceptual delusion that the mere understanding 
of what is ideally ri^it and good possesses im- 
mediate inf aDible power to govern hmnan om- 
dact. 

The original conative propensities of hmnan 
nature were thus fancifully subordinated to the 
comparatively late advent of mere reflective cog- 
nition. After thousands of years of conceptual 
inculcation of rational and ethical precepts ani- 
mal inclinations have been in fact but very mod- 
erately subdued, and still less transformed by 
rational insight into volitionally effective con- 
victions that conduce to the practical realization 
of ideal aspirations. Yet rational insight is 
destined eventually to impart to the intentional 
pursuit of ethical aims, — by means of func- 
tional elaboration of conformant structural or- 
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ganization — ^the final mastery over conative ani- 
mal propensities, a result already attained to a 
considerable degree by cultured man. 

The strenuous endeavor to reconcile actual 
experience with pre-supposed rationally and 
ethically unimpeded almightiness, attributes 
necessarily ascribed to an assumed Absolute, 
has ever encoimtered insuperable difficulties. 
For in the first instance no rational or moral ex- 
cuse can be discerned to exculpate an alleged al- 
mighty creator, who is conceived as being him- 
self in full possession of all perfections ; to ex- 
culpate him for creating a host of abjectly in- 
ferior and pitiably needy sentient beings, con- 
demned to struggle under the perils and pangs 
of actual existence to attain a modicum of those 
perfections said to be perennially enjoyed by 
their creator. 

From a humane point of view it seems exorbi- 
tantly unjust that the guilt, that would neces- 
sarily attach to such an origin of us suffering 
mortals, should be condoned in the creator by 
shifting it onto his creatures; inevitably 
doomed, moreover, in outright defiance of his 
own moral commandments to prey more or less 
ruthlessly upon one another, in order to sustain 
under fears and torments their constantly im- 
periled existence. This theologically formu- 
lated conception of the origin of human beings, 
and their depraved nature, although generally 
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acquiesced in by professed Christians, has on 
unbiased rational contemplation to be declared 
eminently irrational and immoral. It embodies 
as its groundwork all too evidently the fear-in- 
spired propitiation and adulatory adoration of 
savages and barbarians, lavished on an imag- 
ined wilful ruler of human destinies. Philoso- 
phically adjudged, the act of self-abasement 
on the part of eternally perfect All Being, the 
creation namely of innumerable imperilled and 
perishing sentient beings, some of them tanta- 
lized with imattainable aspirations; this whim- 
sical act of Almightiness was declared irra- 
tional by Schelling. And Schopenhauer had the 
courage to denounce it as ethically outrageous. 
Still, in the presence of untoward disasters 
that upset the trusted stability of our mundane 
dwelling place, involving in their sweeping 
destructions the best of us, and in the face of 
daily cruel experience to the contrary, to up- 
hold the childish theological teaching, that a 
special providence paternally watches over even 
the most trifling incidents affecting human wel- 
fare, to uphold this belief involves a most pa- 
thetic, though eminently injurious delusion. 
Such irrational, superstitious faith in the hu- 
manely mitigated offspring of the primitive be- 
lief in a capriciously governed world is made 
still to serve as a lullaby for the tribulations 
of childish minds, along with miracle-shrines. 
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ikons and amulets. On scientifically grounded 
implicit faith in the inexorable, volitionally un- 
changeable course of nature, human rationality 
and human progress essentially depend. Ra- 
tionally informed human minds, instead of con- 
fiding in the sadly delusive faith in special prov- 
idence, will more and more energetically rely on 
self-help, through which we have conquered 
against stubborn zelotic opposition most of those 
cruel visitations that used to sweep, in floodlike 
fashion, the land clean of its good and bad in- 
habitants. To abolish faith in a special provi- 
dence is to exonerate creative power from the 
wilful commitment of monstrous atrocities. 

As interdependent units of social communi- 
ties cultured man will in time subordinate the 
predominant concern in his individual desires 
and doings to the superindividual consciousness 
of his social and cosmic solidarity. Feelings 
will arise that will urge him more and more in- 
sistently to lend his heritage of endowments to 
the furtherance of what — on this globe at least 
— has proved a victorious procession of creative 
might toward ever higher achievements. This 
is no fanciful, optimistic prediction, for it is 
based on what we know to have been already 
achieved in the course of progressive develop- 
ment in historic times. And based also on the 
positive fact that subordination and even com- 
plete sacrifice of individual considerations to 
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motives of social solidarity, have long prevailed, 
principally in warfare and during social calam- 
ities. 

Rational enlightenment, mostly scientifically 
attained, has liberated progressive nations from 
many terrifying and pitiless superstitions, also 
from the former thraldom of utmost intoler- 
ance, which mercilessly inflicted the cruelest 
penalties on imbelievers in the tenets of this or 
that dominant theological creed Such once 
prevalent fanaticism was instigated not so 
much by unhindered indulgence in innate fiend- 
ish proclivities of human nature, as by an im- 
pulse of being in duty bound to crush what 
was thought to be mischievous influences, and 
to avenge the negation and desecration of what 
was passionately believed to be sacred and in- 
violable truth. In order to entirely overcome 
the injurious and unjustifiable anthropomorphic 
conception of a creative power, volitionally and 
intentionally in control of all that happens in 
nature, it will be well to get to understand, that 
our own will and our own intelligence, which 
are obviously the real prototypes upon which are 
patterned the will and intelligence ascribed to 
a postulated Deity; well to understand that 
will and intelligence as actually known to us are 
utterly powerless to impart or change under 
given conditions any property or mode of be- 
havior of the interacting constituents of the 
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cosmic order and its procedure. Our volition 
has power only, under intelligent apprehension 
of the potencies that actually exist, to arrange 
new opportunities for latent properties of real 
existents to actually manifest themselves. Cre- 
ative development itself is conditioned on new 
opportunities occurring to latent potentialities 
of what appear as world-stuff formations, al- 
lowing them thereby to actually display them- 
selves on entering into efficient interaction with 
other differently constituted formations. 

The truth is our intellect apprehends merely 
the perceptible effects of extra-conscious activi- 
ties, and our volition merely utilizes what is 
found creatively realized. We possess no fac- 
ulty to comprehend the efficiencies and the reach 
of creative might. We are, however, enabled 
to recognize that they are totally incommen- 
surable with any efficiency and reach of our 
own doings. What vain effort by highly 
equipped scientists has been bestowed on trying 
to penetrate the intrinsic nature of potencies 
that underlie even the most elementary proper- 
ties of sense-revealed appearances, such as mass, 
inertia, attraction, cohesion, elasticity and 
the sundry prodigious manifestations of so- 
called radiant energy. The manifold specifically 
efficient activities that give rise to the becoming 
of natural phenomena and their changes, are re- 
vealed to perception only as so many modes of 
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motion; motion, as such, being itself a mere 
forceless determination of our time and space 
awareness, and a mere passive sign of what is 
being effectively wrought in the real extra-con- 
scious world. The seemingly simple mechanical 
effects of push or pull upon perceptible bodies 
are, for instance, actuated not by visible mo- 
tion which only perceptually signalizes what 
really happens, but by force-endowed agencies 
beyond the reach of our apprehension. 

In the fashioning of organisms the surpass- 
ing incomprehensibility of creative might is 
most strikingly evinced. The elaboration of 
their structures and vital endowments, through 
which the world-revelation becomes more and 
more distinctly and amply realized within the 
symbolical medium of their sentiency and con- 
sciousness, differs toto genere from the concep- 
tual recognition of what has been creatively es- 
tablished in extra-conscious latency. Sentient 
and conscious experience accrues to the organ- 
ism all through life at random and in fragmen- 
tary and vanishing glimpses. But in present 
awareness, after having passed through the 
magic alembic of the vitally organized living be- 
ing, the fractional and transient experiences 
arise resuscitated as comprehensively systema- 
tized and practically available information. It 
is obvious that the synthesizing process has all 
along latently taken place in what is perceived 
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as the ectoderm of the power-endowed, extra- 
conscious being, and is not, as idealistically sup- 
posed, the work of synthesizing concepts. Such 
concepts are in reality mere forceless signs, 
under which definite systematized and memo- 
rized complexes of past experience are con- 
sciously comprehended. Consider how much of 
latent synthesizing must, for instance, have pre- 
ceded before the mere opening of our eyes to 
the influence of light could cause instantly 
to flash into recognized awareness from out the 
unconscious depths of our organized being the 
revelation of the complementary, need-satisfy- 
ing external world. 

The living substance perceptually appearing 
in specific individuated forms to the awareness 
of the observer, is intrinsically a sensori-motor 
agent, sentient to itself only, motor to any out- 
side beholder. Its developing organic structure 
is livingly wrought in interaction with its me- 
dium, whereby their reciprocal relations become 
complexly increased and enhanced. The 
achieved structural development accompanying 
vital activity is livingly upheld in its integrity 
by ceaseless vital toil, and is a creative embodi- 
ment of the cumulated and systematized results 
of past experience, which it latently preserves. 
Conatively impelled by avidity for restitutive 
material, an organic need sentiently indicated by 
the craving of himger, — ^the functional activity 
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of the organism, in order to attain satisf acti<m, 
becomes the means of elaborating appropriate 
structural appliances for the purpose. For it 
is certain that function elaborates structure. 
Concomitantly with structural development, or 
rather co-naturally coming into existence with 
it, the sentiency of the individuated living sub- 
stance becomes specialized and intensified in 
measure as structural development proceeds. Of 
this developmental process the elaborated sen- 
sory organs are the most conspicuous result. 
With the specification and development of each 
of these organs, the specification and develop- 
ment of the general sentiency of the organism 
has kept even pace. Through each of these dis- 
parate sensory inlets the external world reveals 
itself sentiently and livingly in specific different 
modes. Each sense is a vehicle for a distinct 
and separate world-revelation. All this sensorial 
influx, however, combines to convey to the indis- 
cerptible organic being a rich and manifold con- 
fluence of needful information, emotionally 
fraught with good and evil import. 

Then with the development of social life, and 
quite especially with the use of language, self- 
consciousness took its rise in man and differen- 
tiated him essentially from other animals. With 
it begins the recognition of the transcendent 
significance of life as something not astir merely 
to minister to the satisfaction of the individual 
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organic needs. Reflection gradually reveals 
that organic life is, moreover, and quite essen- 
tially a medium of world-revelation, and a 
source of those superindividual sentiments that 
betoken solidarity with cosmic influences, and 
constitute the super-sensual happiness which ac- 
companies the appreciation of the worth of the 
precious fruits of creative development ripened 
here on earth in social intercourse. With the 
knowledge that body and mind are out and out 
adapted in their minutest details of structure 
and fimction to life on this special dwelling 
place of ours, and knowing furthermore, taught 
by science, that this our dwelling place is but a 
small subordinate constituent of an unfathom- 
able imiverse of myriad worlds, we should, on 
such scientifically gained insight, rationally ac- 
cept with religious devotion our appointed po- 
sition and mission in this incomprehensibly vast 
and mysterious scheme of creative becoming. 
Here with us, creative might, aided by vital ac- 
tivity, has uplifted life from insentient dust, 
and has through endless stages of organic elab- 
oration at last succeeded in fashioning socially 
civilized man, and endowing him with the lofty 
gifts of emotional sensitiveness, rational in- 
sight, and altruistic consciousness. Being as 
humanized creatures exclusively products of so- 
cial communion, we find ourselves assigned to 
work out our destiny as self-acting, though 
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strictly interdependent members of the social 
congregation to which we belong. And as bear- 
ers and trustees of human life in general, we 
are in duty bound for the sake of our own wel- 
fare and that of our race to uphold our heritage 
of hard-won human worth. Social justice and 
benevolence are the final demands which the 
rationalized and moralized altruistic sentiments 
impose upon the genuinely humcmized con- 
science. This creatively appointed task, this 
mysteriously compelling "ought,'' designated 
by Kant as "Categorical Imperative,'' flows 
from our humanized constitution, and points 
out the right way to further progressive de- 
velopment. 

The antinomy of free volitional causation on 
one side and the volitionally unalterable course 
of cosmic occurrences on the other side; the an- 
cient antinomy, in fact, of freedom and neces- 
sity, whose contemplation has so profoundly 
perplexed logical thinking these many centuries, 
finds its proximate solution likewise in condi- 
tions of vital organization. Volitionably unal- 
terable is the course of universally perceptible 
nature. Our volition is powerless to effect the 
least change in the content of sense-compelled 
perception, through whose definite configura- 
tions and motions real extra-conscious nature 
becomes distinctly and minutely revealed in out- 
line. The individual percipient may possibly 
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misinterpret what he perceives on direct sense- 
stimulation, may misconceive physical facts and 
occurrences, but he can by no volitional exertion 
change in the least degree what becomes pic- 
tured in his vision, and also with perfect corre- 
spondence pictured in the vision of other percip- 
ients. Take, for instance, a test object under 
the microscope. Its minutest, most delicate line- 
aments remain volitionally unalterable by what- 
ever percipient may behold it; the same voli- 
tional unchangeability attaches to all objects 
and occurrences of direct compulsory percep- 
tion. Here it is that the reign of necessity holds 
complete sway. 

Despite this positive, easily verifiable experi- 
ence, sense-perception has from the time of the 
Eleatics, of the ancient Sophists and Sceptics 
up to the present day, been emphatically de- 
clared by the majority of thinkers to be emi- 
nently illusive, and rather perverting that re- 
vealing true Reality. Endless has been the 
wrangling among philosophers over this 
abstruse question. On the whole the conviction 
has preponderated that true Reality is revealed 
by conception and not by perception. The con- 
sistent outcome of this prevalent persuasion is 
that the real world is of ideal consistency, and 
has its real being in Mind, Consciousness or 
Spirit. The scientifically ascertained fact, 
however, will hardly be denied by unbiased and 
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well-informed persons; the eminently momen- 
tous fact, namely, that Mind, Consciousness, 
Spirit are late products of organic elaboration, 
come into manifest existence as human endow- 
ments, and as such they can only reflectively 
and symbolically picture and recognize extra- 
conscious creation as revealed in the conscious 
content of the human percipient. Of course the 
peculiar aspect and quality of the world-revela- 
tion within the conscious content of the percipi- 
ent depends on his own constitution, on his own 
modes of reflecting sensibility. A percipient 
with defective senses cannot possibly perceive 
the same perceptually mirrored world as one en- 
dowed with normal senses. A color-blind per- 
son cannot perceive the world colored. Yet the 
external, sense-stimulating world is the same 
identical world in all cases of sense-perception. 
The essential fact that secures against all scep- 
tical objections the positive reliability of normal 
sense-perception as an accurately revealing me- 
dium of the extra-conscious world, is simply that 
such sense-perception has been phyletically at- 
tuned to it by no end of functional interaction, 
leading thus to their precise correspondence. It 
being scientifically and epistemologically estab- 
lished, that perceptual awareness symbolically 
reveals in exactly fitting conscious terms the 
presence, outward charactersitics and manifold 
activities of the constituents of the extra-con- 
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scious world; this fact once recognized, and all 
philosophical misgivings as to the reliability of 
sense-perception yield to the well grounded be- 
lief in the volitionally unchangeable course of 
cosmic occurrences. On the ever verifiable cor- 
respondence of the mental phenomena of sense 
compulsion with the sense-stimulating influences 
of the external world, the practical conduct of 
life and the validity of science are essentially 
based. 

But if everything that occurs in the sense-re- 
vealed universe takes place undeviatingly as a 
necessitated outcome of causative concatenation, 
how, then, is free volitional action at all possi- 
ble? This question has been well put by Lucre- 
tius from the materialistic standpoint, and 
2,000 years of further assiduous puzzling over 
the same problem have only the more baffled ra- 
tional explanation. For in a world consisting 
of nothing but mechanically moved material 
particles freedom of action is an impossibility, 
and has to be consistently denied. From the 
idealistic standpoint, on the other hand, which 
disavows altogether the real existence of an 
extra-conscious, sense-revealed world, the free- 
dom of action, which alone renders rational and 
ethical conduct possible, has likewise remained 
an imsolved problem. For either the order of 
ideal phenomena, believed by Idealism to be un- 
influenced from outside Mind, is causatively de- 
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termined from within, leaving therewith no room 
for free volitional action, or the course of men- 
tal phenomena is not causatively determined, in 
which case all ideal phenomena would occur 
chaotically, or subject to individual volitional 
caprice. Idealism, no more than Materialism, 
can furnish a valid explanation of free voli^ 
tional actuation. 

However, the real existence of an extra-con- 
scious, sense-revealed world having been scien- 
tifically and epistemologically rendered certain, 
it is found that besides the external, sense-re- 
vealed world, which of necessity appears percep- 
tually represented in the conscious content on di- 
rect sense-stimulation, there exists independent 
of such sensorial compulsion, a complete intra- 
conscious, microcosmic world. Therein outer 
and inner experience, significantly blended, has 
become comprehensively systematized, poten- 
tially preserved, and latently majorized, 
whence alone flows the source of our judgments 
and logical evolutions. Its content of gathered 
past experience is on occasion summoned from 
its potential retreat into actual presence, aris- 
ing then resuscitated, focused into present con- 
scious awareness, recognized as the consolidated 
experience of former times. Thus OHnprehen- 
sive experience presents to the apprehending in- 
dividual a wealth of gradually gathered in- 
formation regarding ways, means and results 
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of conduct, which he is free to use as guidance 
for his present and future doings. The selec- 
tion he makes of the manifold possibilities of- 
fered for choice to the volitional actuation of 
his executive organs, determines his more or less 
rational and ethical conduct. Rational and eth- 
ical his voluntary choice of action will turn out 
to be in measure as it is in harmony with the 
realities of extra-conscious nature, and with the 
creative bent of progressive development. 

The power of actuating at will our executive 
organs in definite ways or of altogether inhibit- 
ing their action is, physically viewed, the found- 
ation of free volition. Condensed conscious re- 
suscitation of multifold past-experience pre- 
sented to the acting individual in his moments of 
present awareness, afford to his voUtional exe- 
cution the possibility of choice, and therewith of 
practical free volition determining rational and 
ethical conduct. 

Socrates and Plato recognized in opposition 
to the pragmatism of the Sophists, that man's 
notions and doings, in order to be true and 
righteous, have to agree with rational consis- 
tency, which proves to be the outcome of ideal 
Justice and Goodness. And they were con- 
vinced that rational and ethical conduct, being 
coincident with the acting individual's welfare, 
need only be recognized in order henceforth to 
govern his actions; for only positive madness 
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could induce a person to act against his own 
good. They believed in intellectual Determin- 
ism as firmly as thinkers of the present day 
believe in Determinism of inherited character. 

How sadly mistaken with regard to intellec- 
tual Determinism those ancient sages have been 
is all too abundantly proved by human history. 
As regards Determinism of inherited character, 
there is no doubt that animal conduct is essen- 
tially thus determined. The actions of animals 
are structurally and fimctionally pre-deter- 
mined. Such is, however, by no means the case 
with man, and the less so the more he has be- 
come cultured and humanized. The structural 
and f imctional f oimdation for the free volitional 
exercise or inhibition of his executory organs is 
— ^as has already been stated — ^laid in the neural 
detachment of the paths of skilled activities 
from those of mere reflex or automatic actions. 
Feats of skill are newly acquired by voluntary 
activity being exercised in definite directions 
imtil they have become secondary automatic, 
which in structural terms means that they have 
become potentially embodied in the ectodermic 
organization. All education, physical and men- 
tal, is rendered possible by volitional practice re- 
sulting in specifically modifying the organiza- 
tion of vital structure. The specific vital struc- 
ture which embodies the acquired educational 
results, when firmly established, will func- 
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tion almost automatically on appropriate 
incitement. Our flow of language and most of 
our actions are the outcome of such education- 
ally established automatism. Free volition has 
here assisted in giving rise to vital endowments 
newly created. The humanization of animal 
propensities, so far as already established, has 
been organically wrought through rational and 
ethical activity, and this promises further pro- 
gressive development through the same means. 
It is to be remembered, however, that mere in- 
tellectual development, which is largely a spe- 
cifically acquired skill in the use of current lan- 
guage, and ability to move cleverly amid pre- 
vailing social customs, has but slight power to 
carry with it the development of character 
towards rational and ethical ends. This is 
brought about by a much slower process, in 
which intentional good will guided rationally by 
scientifically attained enlightenment plays the 
principal part. 

vn 

From the complexity and variety of disposi- 
tions and degrees of culture found in individu- 
als, and from the changes that are being 
wrought by man in his physical and social en- 
vironment, multiplied social problems come to 
light that take all the collective ingenuity and 
good will of society rationally to solve. Plato 
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had theoretically a comparatively easy task in 
planning life on a high level for the privileged 
oligarchic families of his ideal state. By elim- 
inating from them as much as feasible, all cause 
for private worry and envy, and leaving the rest 
of the population to supply the material wants 
of this favored caste, he fancied that he had 
placed them in a position to cultivate in the 
highest degree the faculties best suited for gov- 
erning. But Plato failed to recognize that 
man remains in constitution an animal that can- 
not be wholly transformed into spiritual being 
without complete extinction of his humanity. 
By the arbitrary apotheosis of mere cognition 
he enthroned as Demiurge a forceless phantom. 
Human progress has in reality been creatively 
achieved principally through the development 
of the altruistic sentiments engendered and fos- 
tered in family life. It is the super-individual 
sentiments that have been the veritable source 
whence has originated the civilizing check im- 
posed with ever growing urgency upon the 
originally rampant and ruthless struggle for 
mere satisfaction of organic cravings. The 
simdering of family ties, as advocated by 
Plato, would — in keeping with biological laws 
— ^inevitably have dried up in a few generations, 
in his ruling caste, the head-spring of altruistic 
feelings, and therewith incapacitated them to 
understand the needs of those under their care. 
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and of being sympathetically attached to them. 
The nature of the human individual is alto- 
gether a functional outcome of his indiscerp- 
tible structural organization, of which any spe- 
cial part necessarily implies all the rest, any 
special function all other functions. It must 
evidently prove a fatal mistake to try — ^as has 
so often been done — ^to sever our developed hu- 
manized faculties from the animal or organic 
foundation, in which they are vitally rooted, and 
from which they derive their quickening nur- 
ture. Not lofty aloofness from Life's physical 
and social demands, trials and misfortunes, not 
sickly and craven negation of it all as some- 
thing intrinsically evil, not this sty-caHed •^sin'*- 
redeeming creed is the lesson taught by the reve- 
lation of actual experience. Quite the reverse, 
actual experience inculcates rational and in- 
trepid affirmation of Life's wondrous gifts, bent 
— as they prove to be — on overcoming more and 
more effectively the multiplied perils and causes 
of dejection, that beset Life on its onward 
course toward the establishment of Peace, Grood- 
wiU and preponderating happiness here on 
Earth. The blessings of a golden age can be 
earned only by its creative realization under ra- 
tionally directed vital toil, such as our cultural 
endeavors are strenuously engaged in. With- 
out such rationally directed vital toil it is idle 
to expect any betterment from super-human 
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sources, idle to rely on mere supplication for 
relief from plagues and maladies that assail 
body and mind. The notion of supernatural vo- 
litional Almightiness, of eternal pre-existing 
archetypal perfection, of super-vital absolute 
truth toward the recognition of which human 
cognition has to aspire ; these prevalent inveter- 
ate conceptions of world-government, of the na- 
ture of Reahty, of the alleged veritable goal of 
our aspirations, are seriously misleading fancies 
that have retarded human development in an 
eminent degree. It is true the tendency toward 
perfection is ingrained in our constitution as the 
result of progressive organic development, and 
so is our striving after truth, which means the 
desire that our conceptions and actions may 
rightly and truly correspond to the signilScance 
of the world-revelation, and comply with the ra- 
tional and ethical commands that should govern 
human conduct. The transcendent-seeming 
ideal aspirations can find their fulfilment in no 
other sphere than that of actual life. Where 
else but right here in social life among fellow- 
men can health and well-being, can Justice, Love 
and Beauty be realized? Actually realized they 
can obviously be only here as outcomes of our 
social exertions, under creative sanction. For it 
should never be overlooked that without creative 
sanction there can be no development. Every 
progressive increment added to our vital endow- 
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ments is a new-creation, which becomes inscrut- 
ably embodied in what is perceived as organic 
structure. 

The idealistic teachings of Diotima are en- 
chantingly inspiring as much needed encourage- 
ment to persevere in overcoming the domination 
of our animal propensities, and of kindling our 
hope of eventual liberation from the ills flesh 
is heir to. But intellectual Beauty, Justice and 
Love are found nowhere actually manifest save 
in communities of humanized organic beings; 
in fact no other meaning can be rightly ascribed 
to these terms. Their crude beginnings origi- 
nated in social life, and there alone will their 
progressive fulfilment find its realization, reali- 
zation in the artistic imagination and execution, 
in the impartial decrees of comprehensive in- 
sight, in the compassionate and appreciative 
heart of real hiunanized beings. 

Language, acquired as it ever has been and 
is still, in social communion, has developed into 
a marvelously efficient means of communicating 
the most subtile and lofty thoughts and senti- 
ments, charged with power to arouse in social 
fellows sympathetic response. But it possesses 
no transcendent influence to lift us above the 
social sphere in which it was engendered, no 
power but to express what it finds revealed in 
the conscious content. To become clearly aware 
of the limits of our cogitive faculty the most im- 
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portant step is to recognize that it was by 
means of interaction with the given influence of 
our physical and social environment that we 
have been fashioned out and out in correspond- 
ence to them. Our bodily organization and its 
vital functions, physical and mental, are 
throughout and exclusively adapted to life that 
has to be lived in a given environment. Conse- 
quently our unperverted mental faculties can- 
not fail exactly and truthfully to correspond to 
this environment. The simple reason, therefore, 
why our subjective sensorial awareness corre- 
sponds to what it symbolically reveals as the 
universally perceptible, extra-consciou& world, 
is because it has been organized to do so. Fixed 
organization is the perceptual result of such 
structural and functional correspondence of the 
living being to its outside relations and condi- 
tions of existence. Hence the almost out and 
out instinctively adapted actions of animals to 
the special outside conditions into which they 
find themselves bom. Hence also the philoso- 
phically puzzling coincidence of the subjective 
and objective contents of space, and of their 
congruently changing relations. 

What are called Laws of thought, often 
looked upon as super-humanly normative, re- 
ceive no less their validity from vitally organ- 
ized correspondence of conceptual thinking to 
what such thinking applies to. And it can ap- 
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ply to nothing that is not revealed in the con- 
scious content. It is here virtually the same 
hoary contention carried on for centuries be- 
tween conceptual realists and perceptual nomi- 
nalists, between the superior reality of univer- 
sal or that of particulars ; between nativists and 
experientialists ; between a priori and a poster- 
iori mathematics; between analytical and syn- 
thetical knowledge ; between transcendental 
Idealism and epistemological Realism; between 
Dualism and Monism; of mind and body; of 
the thinking and extended substance; of the 
nominal and phenomenal world ; of the perennial 
puzzle of what is to be taken as subjective and 
what as objective in nature and experience. 

All these perplexities find their proximate so- 
lution in the fact that the all-revealed conscious 
content, in which alone everything that is actu- 
ally known makes its appearance, is itself tran- 
sient, subjective and ideal. It constitutes the 
entire phenomenal world of which all compo- 
nent parts are of the same subjective and ideal 
consistency. What is deemed objective in na- 
ture, or above it, is not directly given in ex- 
perience, but only inferred from certain 
actually given subjective data within the con- 
scious content. It is obvious, then, that subject- 
ively revealed spacial forms, for instance, in- 
ferred to have their real existence in an objec- 
tive extra-conscious world, have of necessity to 
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conform to subjective space-perception, of 
which they are — ^as thus actually experienced — 
sense-compelled determinations. 

To reconcile the manifold contentions just 
mentioned, it has consistently to be borne in 
mind that the phenomenal world within the con- 
scious content is the only world we directly 
know, and on whose exclusive information we 
naturally act, instinctively trusting thereby 
that our subjectively gathered knowledge refers, 
by dint of phyletically pre-established concur- 
rence, to an objective, extra-conscious world, 
and that our actions, aptly guided by the reve- 
lations of our conscious content, apply in all 
verity to a real force-endowed world, subsisting 
outside our own Being. And we then positively 
find that these actions of ours turn out, in con- 
sequence, to be need-satisfying arid creatively 
fruitful. It is obvious that randomly and tran- 
siently accrued past experience, racial and in- 
dividual, has been lastingly embodied as more 
or less synthesized potential knowledge within 
our organs of outside relations. And it is this 
synthesized and systematized knowledge that 
lends itself introspectively to linguistically im- 
pressed judgments, and schematical logi^ 
treatment in general. If the experientially 
gathered subject-matter underlying symbolical 
logical evolutions were not found systematically 
memorized within the organism of the thinking 
individual, where else in the world could it be 
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found? The real logical synthesizing of mem- 
orized past experience, and its ordered resusci- 
tation within the present conscious content is 
wholly a matter of vital organization and its 
functional outcome. Socratic and scientific 
methods transform crude experience into con- 
sistent knowledge, but only for individuals who 
profit by the teaching. All experience, whether 
instinctive or rational, accrues to the appre- 
hending, indiscerptible sensori-motor organism, 
and is latently preserved as his own available 
store of information. 

It will be largely conducive to human prog- 
ress, when it becomes eventually recognized that 
our all-revealing conscious content is a func- 
tional end-result of organization, elaborated in 
relation to conditions given in the outside 
world. In this manner the vital functions of 
the perceptually manifest organism have come 
exclusively to refer to its physical and social 
environment. And it is for the purpose of effi- 
cient interaction with this environment that the 
vital functions have been specifically adapted 
to it. 

The outer and inner worlds we are individu- 
ally conscious of are symbolical revelations that 
have been phyletically wrought through vital 
interaction of the organism with the real, extra- 
conscious, power-endowed universe. They are 
mere phenomenal worlds, nowhere to be found 
but in the conscious content of cultured man. 
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